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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 24, 2025

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.
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Welcome our newly Baptized parishioner
Cora Marie Gedney
Child of Robert and Amanda

You are a child of God, you are wonderfully
made, dearly loved and precious in his sight.
Psalm 139

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Grades KN through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
September through May

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

40 DAYS for LIFE
September 24 through November 2, 2025
You can protect mothers and children by
joining this worldwide mobilization to
pray and fast for an end to abortion.
WWW .40daysforlife.com/cherryhill

.

Jubilee 2025
Walking Pilgrimage
Walking from Church to Cathedral

Saturday, September 6, 2025

3 Options
walk

Train (PATCO)
Automobile

Cathedra

For lunch, travel planning,
11:30AM- Arrive at the and more information

Cathedral kindly RSVP:
11:45AM- Tour
12:30PM- Lunch

[OFS

Phone: 856-858-0298 Email: DLim@sttere calcuttanj.org

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
21* Sunday in Ordinary Time

Stewards Accomplishments
“For behold, some are last who will be first and
some are first who will be last.”  LUKE 13:30
Our cultural standards are different from God’s
standards. We often rank people by what they have,
how powerful they are, or how successful they are.
Jesus reminds us that God will not judge us by the
same earthly standards. When God asks you, “What
have you done with the gifts I have given you?”
How will you respond? How have you lived

Stewardship?
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From the Pastor’s Desk

The Narrow Gate

"Lord, will only a few people be saved?" [Jesus] answered them, "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell
you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough. . . .” (Lk. 13: 23-24)

Dear Parishioners,

For many years this passage from Sacred Scripture has really troubled me. What if those who find the road to (eternal) life
are actually few? In this day and age when many (most?) people are canonized at a funeral, when society refuses to be told
what to do because of a type of unbridled freedom (actually /icense), when the moral credibility of the Church has eroded to
the point of collapse, and when the most severe sin in our culture has become lack of tolerance, shouldn’t we be a wee bit
concerned?

What exactly constitutes the narrow gate? Bear with me as I do a bit of soul searching. Traditionally, there have been certain
sins that by their nature are considered grave matter—one of the three necessary components of mortal sin. Such sins include
(but are not limited to) murder, rape, incest, adultery, perjury, blasphemy, idolatry, sacrilege, fornication, masturbation,
euthanasia, abortion, apostasy, homosexual acts, prostitution, et. al. Realizing also that there is the necessity

of sufficient reflection (knowledge) and full consent of the will, people who commit these acts risk being in a state of mortal
sin. In other words, if they die unrepentant of these sins they risk eternal damnation (the fires of hell).

Now let’s take a step further into other more common occurrences of potential mortal sin. The Church has traditionally
declared that it is a mortal sin to intentionally miss Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. What of the
approximately 80-90% of Catholics who no longer practice their faith regularly? A wide path?

The Catholic Church teaches that the use of artificial birth control is a mortal sin. Some contraceptives (types of the “pill”)
are actually abortifacient in nature, meaning that a fertilized egg (post-conception) is prevented from embedding itself in the
mother’s womb. Hence, a mini or microscopic abortion may have occurred. Nonetheless, those who use any artificial birth
control risk being in mortal sin. One headline I googled while writing this article stated boldly: Most Catholic Women in U.S.
Use Birth Control (Reuters, 4/14/11). Another article by the Catholic News Agency (CNA, 5/14/24) examined: Why do so
Many Catholics Use Contraception? Experts Weigh In. Again, a wide path?

What then do we do with the number of people who use sex recreationally and sleep with each other outside of the context
of marriage, or cohabitate outside of marriage, or are in a second marriage “outside” of the Church (divorce and
re-marriage without an annulment)? What about homosexuals who engage in sexual activity, regardless of whether or not
they have some “committed” relationship? What about the rampant use of internet pornography (frequently accompanied
with masturbation)? Sexually active teens? Sexually active college students? Friends with benefits? 1f all of these people
are in grave (mortal) sin, again we seem to have a wide path here.

I conclude this reflection with the scene of the final judgment in St. Matthew’s gospel (Mt. 25:31-46). Read it when you get
a chance. In essence, the separation of the sheep from the goats involves a condemnation to eternal punishment for failing to
do good to/for others. There is no mention here of any of the grave sins listed above. Rather there is damnation for what
someone fails to do. Another wide path?

I suggest we all be a little more hesitant before we assume that somehow we all automatically go to heaven. There is a
reason that Jesus called for repentance and conversion. And this message is meant for all of us!

Enter through the narrow gate . . .

Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 24, 2025

Ministry Schedule August 30/31

%?;: P?'::;Ii';glzr Music Extraordinary Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM | Fr. Coronato Florence Sr. Agnes C. Betson-Smith T. & A. Johnson
8:30 AM | Fr- Namiotka Celine/Julie B. Massey S. Oatway
11:00 AM | Fr. Namiotka Celine/Julie J. Galati L. Galati S. Andino, J. Galati

/2

Religious Education Registration

Returning Families:

will register via ParishGiving.org
Families must use the same login information that
was created last registration period. Parish
Giving will send a welcome emailwith your login
credentials and instructions on how to register. If
you have any questions regarding "login", please
call 866-307-7140.

New Families: Use the QR code.
Once the form is complete,
please follow the prompts from
the “Parish Giving” emails.

Class begins on Sunday,
September 21st 2025 at 8:30
AM Mass followed by parent meeting.

Parish Office: 856-424-3212

Jennifer Flynn: 310-740-0629 -
religioused(@stthomasmorenj.org
Visit our website: stthomasmorenj.com

St. Thomas More
‘@ Parish is scheduled to
A & provide volunteers for
" the

Cherry Hill Pantry on the

following days.

Tuesday, August 26 - 5 pm to 7:30 pm
Thursday, August 28 - 10 am to 1 pm

Please notify Elaine Beckman if you can help.
elainevbeckman@gmail.com
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“Our Journey United in Hope,”
Campaign Praver

Heavenly Father,

In this time of planning and service, we ask that you
bring us hope. Hope that will renew us in this
journey to build up the Church in South Jersey.
Accept and use our Stewardship to the South Jersey
Catholic Ministries Appeal in the same way you
Multiplied the loaves and fishes to feed a multitude.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and
Reigns One God forever and ever. Amen.

Thank you to all who already made a gift!

If you have not, pledge cards are at the doors of the
Church.

Our Church’s Jubilee celebration calls us to be pilgrims
of Hope to those who find themselves in need: the poor,
the elderly, the sick, the imprisoned, the young and many
others.

Please prayerfully consider donating. We are getting
close to our goal. In the spirit of the JUBILEE Year,
100% of what we realize over goal will remain with the
parish.

Our Goal this year is $74,300.00
To date we have reached $51,990.00

Going on Vacation? )
Need Mass Schedules? 7, O
Download MASS-TIMES.org #
A
29
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 24, 2025

SATURDAY., August 2

4:30 PM Bob Sorrentino r/b Marguerite Dwyer
SUNDAY. August 24

8:30 AM

Intentions of Sr. Gloria Louise Levari
r/b FMSIJ
11:00 AM Gerri Kurlej
r/b Ann and Bill Vigrass
MONDAY, August 25

9:00 AM People of the Parish

9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

TUESDAY, August 26

9:00 AM Intentions of Tim Cyberey 1/b Greta Tyrrell
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY., August 27

9:00 AM Fred R. Petrone r/b Tina Petrone
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

THURSDAY., August 28

9:00 AM Marisa Schuenemann r/b Janet Johnson
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

FRIDAY., August 29

9:00 AM Intentions of Greta Tyrrell
r/b Dom and Marie Sacca

9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

SATURDAY, August 30

4:30 PM Regina “Jean” Flueher
1/b Chris Betson-Smith
SUNDAY, August 31
8:30 AM Rafael Serrano
1/b Son, Ralph
11:00 AM David Thompson
r/b Pat and Carl Luchtman

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR %
PRAYERS: THE SICK... Kristina
Acevedo, Caroline Bancheri, Joe
Centonze, Grace Cobin, Joseph
Console, Mary Cowan, Catherine -

Diana, Linda Di Giulio, Fr. George Donfurtang,
Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie, Marjorie Graham,
Marion Kapischke, Michael Kapischke, John B.
Kennedy, Bob and AnnMarie Lento, Marie Manalo,
Kelly Moore, Carter Oakley, Tina Petrone, Dom
Sacca, Teddy Shaffer, Grace Sklencar, Claire Spence,
Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed Targon-
ski, Sr., Ann Vigrass, Joanne Wachman, Sarah Warner,
Baby Finley, Arlene Pajic, Cecilia Sim, Barbara
Cremean, Mark DeYoung, Felician Lopez, Jon
Lisitski, Eileen Demcsak, Bryn Large.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED SERVICES...

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain
Patrick J. Bones, USMC,

" Major Anthony R. Cosentino,
USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam Houston, USN
Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams, PFC Timothy Kenny,
US Army and Brendan Marcy, Ens., USCG and all
those serving our country.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group

Meeting Dates: Friday, August 29
Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio Divina,
and reflect on themes of faith.

MANUP South Jersey
Sat., Nov. &, 2025
Paul VI Conference Center, Haddonfield NJ
7:30 AM—3:30 PM
“We are called to be men of faith and pilgrims of hope”
Tickets and info: manupsouthjersey.com
Breakfast and lunch provided.

VITALity
Calls of Joy!

v

Why start your week with
a VITALity Call of Joy?

* Uplifting conversations

= Social interaction

= Easily connect from home
» Ffree program

This Life fo the Fullest
Member benefit includes:

* Meaningful phone
conversations

* Compassionate listening

* Full confidentiality

Not a Ufe to the Fullest Member? Join for free at: www.vitality.camdendiocese.org

VITALity Cathalic Healficare Services
631 Markef Streef, Cammden. NJ 08102
www. vifallly comdendiocese.on

To sign up for Calls of Joy. go lo: [OF
* hitps://vitality.comdendiocese T

.org/colis-ol-joy-program/
« Scan QR code 1o the right
« Or call 856-583-6123

Q :
B VITALity
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Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 24, 2025

Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday.

Excerpt from the Gospel for the Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 31, 2025 Luke 14: 1,7 -14
Jesus said, “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, go and take the lowest place so that when the
host comes to you he may say, ‘My friend, move up to a higher position.” Then you will enjoy the esteem of your
companions at the table. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted. Then he said to the host who invited him, “When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame,
the blind; blessed indeed you will be because of their inability to repay you. For you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.

Commentary:

Everything we know now will be different in terms of the kingdom. So if we seek wealth, we should make friends
with the poor, and if we want happiness, we ought to comfort the sorrowing. Whatever our ultimate goals are, we
ought to aim in the direction of their opposites. This makes humility an all-purpose virtue. To get to the top, aim
low. But humility can never be a ruse: you have to take delight in being little and unimportant. Francis of As-
sisi and Therese of Lisieux each understood this perfectly. It might take a bit of practice to get this right. Our
society, after all, is set up in the opposite direction.

1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. 2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?

faith Justice

Save the Date - October 1, 7 pm

Brother Mickey O’Neill McGrath, OSFS, an
Oblate of St. Francis de Sales, is an award-winning
artist, author, and storyteller, based in Camden. He
is a popular presenter and frequent keynote speaker
at conferences, parishes, and retreat centers
throughout the United States and Canada. Using
his own paintings and the stories which inspired
them, Bro. Mickey makes deep and often humor-
ous connections between art, social justice, and
religious faith around a wide variety of themes and
subjects.

-

Y CAMDEN DIOCESAN

BLUE

We are so happy to have him come to St. Thomas
More. His talk is titled "Migrants as Missionaries
of Hope".

The Knights of Columbus will pray
the Rosary after the 11:00 AM Mass
on Sunday, August 31st.

(5th Sunday)

JOIN THE DIOCESE OF CAMDEN IN HONORING ST. AGMNES ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
LAW ENFORCEMENT & FIRST RESPONDERS 701 LUTTLE GLOUCESTER ROAD

SEPTEMBER 2%, 2025 | 10:30 AM BLACKWOOD, NEW JERSEY 08012

“Helping Others Say Yes to Jesus” All are invited to participate.
Evangelization Workshop
St. Joseph the Worker Parish, Haddon Township
Saturday, September 27th, 10am - 12pm
All are invited to a special workshop - Improving and
Emphasizing our Missionary Focus", presented by the
Diocese of Camden Office of Evangelization.

%}' An invitation to men of the
Liagvge®, parish from the Cherry Hill
&7 Council 6173 Knights of
Columbus: If you want more

A continental breakfast will be served. 1nf0@at10n or to join us, )
Seating is limited - please register - contact www.kqfc.org/lomus with this QR code include
Sue at 856-745-1550 / cswheelerd5@gmail.com or Louise “Council 6173” when asked and use the o

at 856-354-8139 / louise.reino@gmail.com. promo code: BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join.
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YOUR
Catholic
Cemetery

CONSECRATED o
Holy & Sacred Place

St. Thomas More g
Parishioner
Discount

A COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

« Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883.
www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com !

1
tri-state e

I STAIRL‘FTS'

l(ryprs e Marble Hn:b es * Plots * Glass Midres 5

JESUS, BREAD or LIFE Cemetery & Mausoleum

HEATED & AIRCONDITIONED

A Mmlstrg of } ‘IoPe
in f: ternal 1 ife

PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS

MiLitary/KNiGHTS OF COLUMBUS
1sT RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

basement waterproofing

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

Connecting businesses to
customers in realtime!

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

' www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Almark Home
Iimprovements
Handyman Jobs
Home Repairs & Remodeling

856-261-2460

Lic.#13VH09325300 Fully Insured

Sterling Tax &
Advisory Group

3000 Atrium Way Suite 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054

FRANK A. CHIACCHIO
Enrolled Agent

Office: (856) 209-5086 | Email: info@sterlingtag.com

Q' Memorial PIannmg
Edward McGlinn

Family Service Counselor
Locustwood Cemetery
& Arlington & Bethel Cemeteries

1500 Route 70 W - Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

856-685-9673 - emcgl@everstorypartners.com
American

t Red Cross '
7

Someone Needs You!
VOLUNTEER
JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

Welcome

and make a difference.

Join €oday

redcross.org/Volunteer

STOP | ASK

SAMI MATCH | INFORM

et oo mre Farr | " Advertising
#W H ATS MALLORY’S 400 0" Information
AS K ARMY® Don't Just Teach Kindness... Contact
Fouwndakion BE KINDNESSI .
www.MallorysArmy.com Jim Doyle
e« SamAntha, jadephdan (973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org 609-410-6325

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

jdoyle@jppc.net

Wd Message and data rates may apply.
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BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 » Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 ¢ Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 ¢ Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005
McNult S DOUGLAS A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE

i~ Rooﬁngy & B ataStlIll ELDER LAW

. ESTATE PLANNING
SIDING & WINDOWS Orthodontics SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

DONE THE WAY THINGS USED
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE L Asienlas PLANNIN 50 Route 70 Fast
oute 70 Eas

ncheryril | WWW.braceme.com [ g FENDRICK

Over 30 Years Cherry Hill Vineland Hammonton Cherry Hill, NJ 08003
856-667-4545 | 56)475-1888  (856) 696-2600  (609) 561-2424 MORGAN (856) 489-8388
LIFE REQUIRES PLANNING www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com PFB NJ#3672

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323

Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119
1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991

www.boccofuneralhome.com

Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION catholicmatch’
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

Gao

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

New Jersey

&

LTI
Healing Your Home, One System at a Time “““ v“‘s 856-317-1111

Mobile: 856-900-2260 + Kevin H. Nguyen, Pho Ak

CatholicMatch.com/

WWW. RightwayWaterprooﬁng.com dateNJ

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 * Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com « 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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