


Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 3, 2025

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

The Collection for
July 27,2025

Sunday $4,142.00
E-Giving $1,764.00
Total $5,906.00

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Grades KN through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
September through May

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

JOIN US ON
Thurs., Aug. 14 at 1:00 PM

St. Thomas More Parish Hall
“Conversation of Your Life”

Presenter: Michelle Gentek-Mayer from the
Camden County Surrogates Court.

The surrogate educates the community on the need
for advanced planning. She will discuss the
importance of wills, living will, funeral agent,
power of attorney and personal records.

REGISTRATION is REQUIRED. We need to
know how many people to plan for.

Call the Parish Office at 856-424-3212 to register
or sign up after all Masses in the Gathering Space.

How many innocent people and children
suffer in the world! Lord, grant us your
peace! - Pope Francis

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
God centered Stewards

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though
one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of
possessions.”  LUKE 12:15
The Gospel message is contrary to modern culture
that continually tries to convince us that our joy
comes from the material things we possess. That
the more we acquire, the happier we will be.
Jesus shows us that our true joy comes from our
“invisible” gifts like love, mercy, and forgiveness.
True joy comes from “emptying” ourselves,
giving of ourselves rather than always taking. We
are called not to hoard but to share. True joy
comes from living Stewardship in a grateful and
generous lifestyle. Become more “God-centered”
and less “self-centered.”
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Treasure in Heaven

Dear Parishioners,

Our cruise in the Mediterranean is coming to an end as I write this bulletin article. Visiting seven countries (Spain,
France, Italy, Vatican City, Malta, Tunisia, and Greece) in a short span of time was quite the challenging task.
However, our floating hotel, the Holland America Oosterdam proved a worthy means of accomplishing our
journey. As stated last week, I travel with a brother priest, Fr. Larry Polansky.

We are currently anchored off the shore of Greece. To reach the little port town (Gythion) we need to take a tender
(small transport boat). I would rather just walk off the ship, but small ports often necessitate the tender process when
it comes to cruise ships.

While waiting for the transport to shore to begin, I glanced at this Sunday's Gospel passage and readings. Jesus
relates a parable regarding storing up freasure in heaven. Hhmm . . . 1 have just seen a multitude of beautiful
countries, cities, and towns. Spending much time in various cathedrals and churches, I continue to be in awe of the
works of art contained in each, in addition to their ornate, massive structures. I walked through the immense Vatican
museum, gazed at the ceiling and walls of the Sistine chapel, and marveled at the beauty of Michelangelo's Pieta.
Concentrating especially on works of art primarily intended to glorify Almighty God, I pondered how they will a//
pass away some day. No matter how beautiful, they are only temporary and intended for this world.

What really matters in the grand schema of things? . . . The spiritual, the eternal, those freasures in heaven. The
Catholic churches all had a Blessed Sacrament chapel or chapels. It soon became obvious to me how many people
are truly unaware of the Real Presence of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Tourists walk by the Tabernacle
often without any acknowledgement or realization that Jesus is there. Yes, the buildings and works of art are
beautiful and should be photographed or captured on video. Yet, Jesus is there, right in front of us all. He is God. He
will reign for all eternity.

For a brief moment during each hectic day, I would often stop to pray where I could find some private space. The
hurried movement, the noise, the pushing and shoving, and all of the other elements and traits of travel and tourism
can get to a person. To find that quiet space, whether it ideally be in a church before the Blessed Sacrament, or a
corner of the ship away from the massive crowds, a person needs to realize what is truly important in life, its
treasures. The intimate relationship with Almighty God in prayer is more valuable than all of the sightseeing
adventures and works of art. The opportunity to offer Mass for the group of fellow travelers was another blessing
given us on the journey. To meet and get to know some fellow passengers — like a Catholic deacon and his wife and
a Jewish doctor and his wife — and many others, added to the blessings of the journey, its treasures. And to travel
with a brother priest who had never been to Europe or on a cruise . . . Blessing? Curse? Both? The jury is still out.
(Only kidding Fr. Larry.)

As you read this, I should be back in the parish offering the Sunday Mass (barring any unforeseen circumstance).
Once again [ get to experience another spiritual treasure afforded to a priest and pastor--ministering to my
congregation and seeing my parishioners! It will be good to be back home!

Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 3, 2025

Ministry Schedule August 9/10

Cler ) o
1%/1'?;: Presi;ngr Music Extraordinary Minister Lector Altar Server
1
L : Please Serve if you
4:30 PM Fr. Namiotka en R. Javier K. McFadden are available
8:30 AM | Fr.-Namiotka Julie B. Massey K. Kraemer Ple;:: iffg‘i’faglzou
11:00 AM | Fr. Namiotka Marta/Julie J. Galati L. Galati L. Vascisin

Religious Education Registration is now open.
Register before August 15th to avoid late fees.

Returning Families:

will register via ParishGiving.org

Families must use the same login information that
was created last registration period. Parish
Giving will send a welcome emailwith your login
credentials and instructions on how to register. If
you have any questions regarding "login", please
call 866-307-7140.

New Families: Use the QR code.
Once the form is complete, please
follow the prompts from the
“Parish Giving” emails.

Class begins on Sunday,

September 21st 2025. Stay tuned for “special
first day” details. Classes are held Sunday
mornings from 9:30am - 10:45am.

If you have any questions, please reach out to:
Parish Office: 856-424-3212

Jennifer Flynn: 310-740-0629 -
religioused@stthomasmorenj.org

Visit our website for more
details: stthomasmorenj.com

:-Please update your contact Information with the
: Parish Office.

1 Do you have a new address, new phone number/
: cell number, EMAIL address?

1 Do you need to register with our Parish?

1 If so, please email the parish office at
! info@stthomasmorenj.org so we can update our
¢ records.

“Our Journey United in Hope,”
Campaign Prayer

Heavenly Father,

In this time of planning and service, we ask that you
bring us hope. Hope that will renew us in this
journey to build up the Church in South Jersey.
Accept and use our Stewardship to the South Jersey
Catholic Ministries Appeal in the same way you
Multiplied the loaves and fishes to feed a multitude.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and
Reigns One God forever and ever. Amen.

Thank you to all who already made a gift!

If you have not, pledge cards are at the doors of the
Church.

Our Church’s Jubilee celebration calls us to be pilgrims
of Hope to those who find themselves in need: the poor,
the elderly, the sick, the imprisoned, the young and many
others.

Please prayerfully consider donating. We are getting
close to our goal. In the spirit of the JUBILEE Year,
100% of what we realize over goal will remain with the
parish.

Our Goal this year is $74,300.00

To date we have reached $49,490.00

Going on Vacation?
Need Mass Schedules?
Download MASS-TIMES.org
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 3, 2025

SATURDAY, August 2

4:30 PM Intentions of Greg Tyrrell 1/b Clara Lee

SUNDAY, August 3

8:30 AM Living and Deceased Members of the
Dwyer Family r/b Marguerite Dwyer

11:00 AM Joe Sklencar r/b Marquerite Dwyer

MONDAY. August 4

9:00 AM People of the Parish

9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

TUESDAY., August S

9:00 AM Margaret Crawford 1/b Robert Crawford
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY, August 6

9:00 AM Living and Deceased Members of the

Morgan Family
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

THURSDAY, August 7

9:00 AM Intentions of Greta Tyrrell 1/b Benita Lore
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

FRIDAY., August 8

9:00 AM Marisa Schuenemann r/b Marie Flowers
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

SATURDAY, August 9

4:30 PM Marisa Schuenemann 1/b Carolyn Erickson
And Family

SUNDAY., August 10

8:30 AM Rajesh Vangala /b Vangala Family

11:00 AM Walter Johnson
/b Ann and Bill Vigrass and Family

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR

PRAYERS: THE SICK... Kristina

Acevedo, Caroline Bancheri, Joe

Centonze, Grace Cobin, Joseph

Console, Mary Cowan, Catherine

Diana, Linda Di Giulio, Fr. George Donfurtang,
Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie, Marjorie Graham,
Marion Kapischke, Michael Kapischke, John B.
Kennedy, Bob and AnnMarie Lento, Marie Manalo,
Kelly Moore, Carter Oakley, Tina Petrone, Dom
Sacca, Teddy Shaffer, Grace Sklencar, Claire Spence,
Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed Targon-
ski, Sr., Ann Vigrass, Joanne Wachman, Sarah Warner,
Baby Finley, Arlene Pajic, Cecilia Sim, Barbara
Cremean, Mark DeYoung, Felician Lopez, Jon
Lisitski, Eileen Demcsak, Bryn Large.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE

ARMED SERVICES...

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain

Patrick J. Bones, USMC,

Major Anthony R. Cosentino,
USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam Houston, USN
Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams, PFC Timothy Kenny,
US Army and Brendan Marcy, Ens., USCG and all
those serving our country.

August Prayer Intention
For mutual coexistence
Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems more
difficult might not succumb to the temptation of
confrontation for ethnic, political, religious, or
ideological reasons.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group

Meeting Dates: Friday, August 1, 8, 22, 29
2025

Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio Divina,
and reflect on themes of faith.

Assumption Vigil Wedding of the Sea
August 14 @ 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm EDT
Notre Dame de la Mer Parish cordially
invites you to the Vigil of The Assump-
tion of The Blessed Virgin Mary followed
by the procession down to the beach and
the Wedding of the Sea. Preludes by our
Music Ministry and Orchestra will begin
at 4:00pm.

-Bishop Williams will preside over the Liturgy which

will begin at 4:30pm at St. Ann Church, Wildwood.

Solemnity of the Assumption Mass and Wedding of
the Sea Atlantic City August 15, 2025

Mass 10:00 AM at Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
followed by the Blessing of the Sea.

For more information www.weddingofthesea.org
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 3, 2025 I

Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday.

Excerpt from the Gospel for the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, August 10, 2025- Luke 12:32-48

“Blessed are those servants whom the master finds vigilant on his arrival. Amen, I say to you, he will gird himself, have
them recline at table, and proceed to wait on them. And should he come in the second or third watch and fine them
prepared in this way, blessed are those servants. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had known the hour when the
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.”

Commentary:

It’s encouraging to think of good things done in secret, but we know that a lot of what happens under cover of darkness is
not good. While no one is looking, dieters cheat, workers slack off, murders are committed, violence is perpetrated,
children are abused, the sick are neglected, the poor slide into despair, and lovers are unfaithful. Jesus issues a strong
warning to those who act one way when observed and another when no one is looking. Integrity comes from a root word
meaning whole or entire. Our wholeness depends on our being the same person all the time, to those with power over us
as with those over whom we exercise authority, in the dark as in the light. If we’re nice to some and mean to others,
respectful or abusive depending on the situation, honest or deceitful in turns, we are in grave danger of losing ourselves
completely. 1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me? 3. What word or phrase in the Reflection resonates with me?

We provide compassionate outreach to the elderly,
persons with disabilities and their families throughout the
South Jersey area offering programs and services to
support health and well-being needs of body, mind and
spirit.

Counties served: Camden, Gloucester, Atlantic, Salem,
Cumberland, Cape May

Services provided: Care Coordination, Hospital
Chaplaincy, Ministry With the Deaf & Persons with
Disabilities, Parish Nurse Program, Senior Ministry,
Stephen Ministry

Cost: Our services are given freely regardless of income
or religious affiliation.

Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers

“We consider it our duty to reaffirm that the
remuneration of work is not something that can be
left to the laws of the marketplace; nor should it be
a decision left to the will of the more powerful. It
must be determined in accordance with justice and
equity; which means that workers must be paid a
wage which allows them to live a truly human life
and to fulfill their family obligations in a worthy
manner.”

--- Mater et Magistra , #71, 1961, Pope John XXIII

“Helping Others Say Yes to Jesus”
Evangelization Workshop

St. Joseph the Worker Parish, Haddon Township
Saturday, September 27th, 10am - 12pm
All are invited to a special workshop - Improving and
Emphasizing our Missionary Focus", presented by the
Diocese of Camden Office of Evangelization.
A continental breakfast will be served.
Seating is limited - please register - contact
Sue at 856-745-1550 / cswheelerd5@gmail.com or Louise
at 856-354-8139 / louise.reino@gmail.com.

An invitation to men of the parish
from the Cherry Hill Council 6173
Knights of Columbus: If you want
more information or to join us,
www.kofc.org/joinus with this QR code in-
clude “Council 6173” when asked and use the
promo code: BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join.
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St. Thomas More AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS
Parishioner MiLitary/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Discount 1sT RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
customers in realtime! Foundation Repair

+ Family owned & Connecting businesses to
operated for more

than 20 years
1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Almark Home 7ty P2ER | @) Memorial Planning
Iimprovements ® ward McGli
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Handyman JObS Family Service Counselor
i i Locustwood Cemetery
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856'261 '2460 [F=1 1500 Route 70 W - Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
Lic.#13VH09325300 Fully Insured » 856-685-9673 - emcgl@everstorypartners.com
Sterling Tax & elecome + American
Advisory GrOUp to Ou Church. & Red Cross
Someone Meeds you.’
3000 Atrium Way Suite 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054
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BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 « Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 « Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 « Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty I DoucLas A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
s.Roofing Batastini A
SIDING & WINDOWS Orthodontics SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

DONE THE WAY THINGS USED
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE

ncheryHill | WWW.braceme.com

LIFE CARE PLANNING
1950 Route 70 East

Suite 200
Over 30 Years Cherry Hill Vineland Hammonton Cherry Hil, NJ 08003
856-667-4545 | (856)428-1888  (856) 696-2600  (609) 561-2424 (856) 489-8388

www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com PFB NJ#3672 www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
...... Serving NJ & PA - Licensed & nsured | BASEMENT WATERPRODFING

i $25 AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM TUNE-UP ! MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
RN

Healing Your Home, One System at a Time \““\ v““’ 856-317-1111
Mobile: 856-900-2260 - Kevin H. Nguyen, PhD

www.R|ghtwayWaterproof|ng.com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 « Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com ¢ 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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