


THIRD SUNDAY of LENT- March 23, 2025

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

God my father, [ am grateful that you are kind and
merciful. Too often I am more aware of my sins than
my goodness. Help me to see all people the way that
you see us. As you led your people out of slavery, lead
me out of my slavery to sin. Through Jesus, your
kindness and mercy have been given flesh. Open my
arms to welcome it and give thanks, by being kind and
merciful to all, one person at a time.

The Collection for
March 16, 2025

Sunday $4742.00
E-Giving  $1736.00
Total $6478.00

Next weekend, March 29/30, the Second Collection
will be for Catholic Relief Services.

Your support helps CRS address the needs of people in
developing countries through innovative solutions that
strengthen communities and equip them with resources
and skills to prosper-and you also support five other
Catholic organizations outreach to other vulnerable
people.

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life
in our Community from
March 5-April 13
Vigil Location: Outside Cherry Hill
Women’s Center on Kings Hwy.
Vigil Hours can be scheduled from
7 AM-7 PM Tues.-Sat.
Our local Contact is Claire Howson
Claire@helpersnj.org 856-313-986

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
3rd Sunday of Lent

“He said to the gardener, ‘For three years now I have
come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found
none.’” - LUKE 13:7

Patient Stewards

We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do you
cling to what you have, or do you generously share with
others? How will you respond when God asks you what
you have done with all the gifts He has given you?
Remember, not only are we called to be generous; we are
called to develop and nurture our gifts as Stewards; and
return them with increase. We are called to be generous
with all of gifts; especially the one that means the most to
you.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
No Device Day!

Dear Parishioners,

A few years ago, | was visiting downtown Philadelphia. I tried to find some peace and solace, for a couple of
moments at least, in one of the few Catholic churches that was open daily for Eucharistic adoration. As I was sitting
in the quiet, a cellular phone began to ring. It made itself known with one of those old-fashioned telephone bell
rings: brrring! brrring! . . . brrring! brrring! Its owner quickly silenced it.

After a few moments, I resumed my prayerful silence. I was somewhere in the middle of a heartfelt petition to God
when another phone went off. This time a modern ringtone made its owner (and the rest of us) aware of its pending
message with a catchy (no, annoying) tune. A not-too-quiet gentleman-owner proceeded to answer the
phone: “Hello! Yea! I'm in church now. Hold on a sec.” He continued to talk for another minute or so as he
headed for the church door. Out he went. Good riddance!

Determined, once again, I resumed my intimate conversation with The Almighty. I tried to find at least a moment of
much-desired tranquility. Momentarily, however, the same gentleman was back inside the church walking down the
aisle. That stupid phone started to bellow once again. It reminded me of an obstinate, spoiled child clamoring for the
attention of its parent. “Hello! Yea! I'm in Church.” Here we go again! 1was too annoyed (no, angry) to pay
attention to the rest of his conversation.

I was resolved at that point, if God would permit it, to become a Tibetan monk. No cell phones. No tablets. No
electronic devices at all! Period. (Be careful of what you may ask for or desire!)

When did a mobile phone become an inseparable appendage to the human body? A tablet now frequently substitutes
as a baby-sitter to keep the children amused or quiet. People are fixated surfing the internet for hours upon hours
each day. Cellular phone zombies would walk into traffic and various inanimate objects and innocent bystanders
while texting regularly. We are sternly warned not to text and drive, yet it unfortunately still goes on. Vitamins are
now advertised to help protect the eyes from computer vision syndrome (CVS). Let’s face it. People are addicted to
their electronic devices.

I have a unique suggestion for a day in Lent. Why not try fasting from your electronic devices for a just a day? No
Device Day.

1 bet you can’t do it! I dare you! I have done this occasionally, like on Thanksgiving or Christmas Day, when I was
with my family. I leave the phone in its charger in my room for the day.I really don’t need to use it and /
don’t. Those who are important to me are currently with me. People mean so much more than some stupid device.
No Device Day.

I double dare you! If'it is not necessary to communicate with an isolated or quarantined loved one, try putting your
phone or other device away for the day—the entire day. Find a day when the phone or computer is not necessary for
work. No Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), TikTok or Instagram. No text messages. No annoying calls. No internet

or computer either. Resurrect the art of conversation! Play a classic board game or card game with the family. Read
a book. Pray the Holy Rosary. Weather permitting, go outside and shoot a basketball or kick a soccer ball. Get off
the couch and get dirty in the yard. More importantly, put down and put away the device.

It wasn’t until the end of the last century that human beings became addicted to electronics. For most of human
history people did not own any of the devices that so many of us can’t seem to do without today. No Device Day.

Maybe it can become a national (no, worldwide) trend. I double dog dare you!

Fr. Td Namiotkoy Pastor

(As an aside, I recently saw Bp. Robert Barron suggest the same practice on a YouTube video. I love it when bishops
finally agree with me!)
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THIRD SUNDAY of LENT- March 23, 2025 l

Ministry Schedule March 29/30 2025

Clergy Music Eucharistic Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM Fr. Coronado Len Sr. Sophia J. Bland-
Campbell
8:30 AM Fr. Namiotka Celine/Julie K. Witts K. Kraemer R & A Witts
11:00 AM | Fr- Namiotka Celine/Julie J. Flynn L. Flynn M. & N. Flynn

“Our Journey United in Hope,”

is inspired by the theme of the Jubilee
Year, “Pilgrims of Hope.”

It reflects our collective commitment to

Lent is a special time before Easter...a time to walk on the path together with the hope
pray, a time for forgiveness, a time for giving. Christ has provided us.
What can we do? By supporting the Catholic Ministries Appeal, you are
Sock Drive for St Joseph’s House: Please bring in supporting those who_ comprise the programs and o
new adult men and women’s sock to class by ministries of the Diocese of Camden. These ministries
March 30th. serve the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the
Rice Bowl to be returned to class hungry and challenged.
by April 6, 2025. To date we have $21,001.50 (28.3%) of our Goal.
This is the 50th Anniversary for
Operation Rice Bowl. Your gift to the Catholic Ministries Appeal supports the
We hope to continue the tradition Deaf and Persons with Disabilities: This essential
of supporting families ministry nurtures and assists those facing special
experiencing hunger around the world. physical challenges, which affect their access to the

Dear Jesus, help me to trust in God’s plan, even sacramental life of the Church and the support of our

. . ; community of faith.
Z?]ffglﬁjjs;;l%%?rﬁglef me the strength to be Support the South Jersey Catholic Ministries Appeal

www.camdendiocese.org/sjcma

Center cordially invite you to a

Dine and Donate on Monday, April 28, 2025,

An invitation to men of the parish from the

from 4-7 pm at PJ Whelihan's Pub, Cherry Hill Council 6173 Knights of Co-
in Maple Shade. lumbus: If you want more information or to
Come out to dinner with family and friends. join us, www.kofc.org/joinus_ with this QR
After you pay, put your receipt in the bucket code include “Council 6173” when asked
provided. The SSJ Neighborhood Center and use the promo code:

will receive a donation of 15% of your en- BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join.

tire bill. It's a win-win! o
Please join us in celebrating our Masses in our chapel

VITALity Catholic Healthcare Services is hosting mausoleums.  Masses are at 10:00 AM
its 6™ annual Way of St. James Intergenerational Tuesday | April 15

Pilgrimage Walk for seniors and their families on All Saints Cemetery, Newfield

Saturday, April 26 beginning at St. James Church, Calvary Cemetery, Cherry Hill

Ventnor. The Walk welcomes all ages to a day of New St. Mary Cemetery, Bellmawr
fellowship, prayer and ocean air! For more information,

For more information/register call 856-583-6121 visit SouthJerseyCatholicCemeteries.org
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Saturday, March 22

4:30 PM Robert Alvarez r/b Pauline Montes
Sunday, March 23

8:30 AM Teri Bones 1/b Gasparre Family

11:00 AM Dick and Kathy Haughwout
/b Brian Haughwout

MONDAY., March 24
9:00 AM People of the Parish
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
TUESDAY. March 25
9:00 AM Zaira and Maria Flaquer Salaclin
/b Rosemarie Colon
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY., March 26
9:00 AM Living and Deceased Members of the
Morgan Family
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
THURSDAY. March 27
9:00 AM Intentions of Clara Lee r/b Greta
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
FRIDAY. March 28
9:00 AM Marie Carmelavin
r/b Dom and Marie Sacca
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
SATURDAY., March 29
4:30 PM Edith Christophe /b Pauline Montes
SUNDAY, March 30

8:30 AM Margaret Toogood r/b S & R
11:00 AM Robert Hendrickson /b Greg Tyrrell

PLEASE REMEMBER IN

YOUR PRAYERS: THE

SICK... Kristina Acevedo,

Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney,

Joe Centonze, Grace Cobin,

Joseph Console, Mary Cowan,

Catherine Diana, Linda Di Giulio, Fr. George
Donfurtang, Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie, Eileen
Goodwin, Marjorie Graham, Marion Kapischke,
Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy, Bob Lento,
Marie Manalo, Kelly Moore, Carter Oakley, Tina
Petrone, Dom Sacca, Carlos Santiago, Teddy Shaffer,
Grace Sklencar, Claire Spence, Stacia Strack, Michael
Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed Targonski, Sr., Ann Vigrass,
Joanne Wachman, Sarah Warner, Baby Finley, Arlene
Pajic, Cecilia Sim, Barbara Cremean, Mark DeY oung,
Felician Lopez, Jon Lisitski.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE

ARMED SERVICES...

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain

Patrick J. Bones, USMC,

Major Anthony R. Cosentino,
USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam Houston, USN
Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams, PFC Timothy Kenny,
U.S. Army and all those serving our country.

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for March
For families in crisis

Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure

for their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each

other's gifts, even in their differences.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group
St. Thomas More Parish
Meeting Dates
Friday: March 28 and April 11, 2025

Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio
Divina, and reflect on themes of faith.

Thank you to all those who donated so generously to
the Diocesan Faithful Food Drive .

The Cherry Hill Food Pantry 2025 Annual
Fundraiser tickets will be on sale after all Masses this
weekend March 22 and 23rd.

Tickets are $10.00 each. 15 Prizes will be awarded on
April 6, 2025 at 6:00 PM drawing at the Food Pantry.
See the flyers at the doors of the church. Please support
the Food Pantry’s ministry to feed those in need.

St. Thomas More's volunteer times at the

Cherry Hill Food Pantry are:

Tuesday, March 1 and 8 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Thursday, March 3 and 10 from 10:30 AM-1:00 PM
Volunteers will guide and help our shoppers. We have
many elderly and disabled clients who need extra
assistance.

Volunteers have found this to be a very rewarding and
fulfilling experience and our clients enjoy forming
personal relationships.

Please consider volunteering for this vital parish
ministry at St. Thomas More.

Contact Elaine Beckman at 856-428-8431

or email elainevbeckman@gmail.com
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Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for Proclamation of
the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with everyday life experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 30, 2025 — Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

(The parable of the Prodigal Son) While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compas-
sion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against
you; I no longer deserve to be called your son.” (The father ordered a feast to celebrate the young son’s return. The older son, on
hearing about the feast grew angry and jealous. He had been faithful and had no party. His younger brother had strayed from
home and now was being rewarded with a feast). The father said to the older son, “My son, you are here with me always;
everything I have is yours. But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he
was lost and has been found.”

Commentary: Jesus says to the prodigal in all of us: “You do have a father like this. He is waiting for you to find yourself,
your true self made in his image and likeness, and come on home. Never mind where you’ve been or what you did. The most
important thing is who you are: a child of God. There’s not a thing you can do to lose that identity. The party waits for you.”
Questions for Reflection and Sharing:

1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Reflection resonates with me?

Since 2001, members of Congress have attempted to pass
legislation that would provide Dreamers with permanent

. ) LENT SCHEDULE legal status and a pathway to citizenship. The U.S. Confer-
Daily Mass is celebrated Monday through ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has long supported bills,
Friday at 9:00 AM in the Chapel. such as the DREAM Act, that would provide this population
Rite of Reconciliation access to permanent legal status. As the 119th Congress
Confessions are heard every Saturday from 3:00-4:00 PM moves forward, legislators should protect and support

Dreamers, especially DACA beneficiaries and those who
are part of mixed-status families. Only Congress is empow-
ered to provide a permanent solution for Dreamers.

Additionally, any legislation put forward in the coming

as well as Frist Friday and First Saturday after the 9:00
AM Mass. Make plans to receive the Sacrament of
Penance during Lent.

Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during months should respect the inviolable dignity of these and
Lent at 7:00 PM in the Chapel. Come join us. other immigrants, taking into consideration their profound
Eucharistic Adoration is held in the Chapel Monday contributions to our nation and the well-being of families.
through Friday after the 9:00 AM Mass until Noon With efforts currently underway to advance a reconciliation

bill in Congress, it is vital that legislators exclude from this
measure changes to existing law that would adversely im-

pact mixed-status families, including limiting eligibility for

mixed-status families in such a way that prevents them from
accessing the same support as other American families. Our
society is only as strong as its families, and that includes

Passion (Palm) Sunday
Masses
Saturday - 4:30 PM

Sunday — 8:30 and 11:00 AM those comprised of people with different immigration sta-
SACRED TRIDUUM tuses. Take Action at uscch.org, click Issues & Action,
Holy Thursday
“Mass of the Lord’s Supper” —7:00 PM The St. Thomas More Consolation
Adoration at the Repository in the Chapel until 10 PM Ministry to the bereaved will be
Good Friday holding its next meeting on
(A day of fast and abstinence) Friday, March 28, 2025, at 1 pm in
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion — 3 PM the St. Thomas More Hall.
Statlonslf)lf :heSCIost 7:00 PM We hope you will allow us to walk
Blessi fE ,:) yF a :11% ai ts— 12 alongside you through your grief
cssing o Eas ter ‘?.O i I\?IS s~ lonoon journey as a companion who has seen
as e8r 0 Ol%lM ass the same terrain. Join us or call for more information.
E t' Sund AnnMarie Lento 856-344-7454
M Vasces Y Jon Lisitski 856-905-6162

8:30 and 11-00 AM Marian Kapischke 856-424-2053

632 p. 6



YOUR

Catholic
Cemetery A Ministrg of }"Iope
CONSECRATED in [ ternal | ife
(el S Shreiist e PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
St. Thomas More AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS
Parishioner MiLitary/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Discount 1sT RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
customers in realtime! Foundatiun Repair

+ Family owned & Connecting businesses to
operated for more

than 20 years
1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Almark Home @ Memorial Planning
Improvements ¥ ward McGli
war cGlinn
Handyman JObS Family Service Counselor
i i L dC
Home Repairs & Remodeling & Arlington & Bethel Cemeteries
856'261 '2460 [ 1500 Route 70 W « Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
Lic.#13VH09325300 Fully Insured » 856-685-9673 - emcgl@everstorypartners.com
Advisory GrOUp Church Bulletin Representative

I’'m here to help your business

3000 Atrium Way Suite 200, Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 be noticed!

FRANK A. CHIACCHIO
Enrolled Agent Advertise your business

Office: (856) 209-5086 | Email: info@sterlingtag.com in the
TAX PREPARATION | ADVISING Church Bulletin

¢ In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and

jdoyle@jppc.net visitors each week

609-410-6325 » Constant presence keeps a strong
www.jppcadvertising.com link between you and customers

I * Well-read publication - a trusted
JOHN PATRICK source

f J publishing company, inc. * Affordable Advertising - local,

targeted to community

632 St. Thomas More, Cherry Hill, NJ (i) John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net

ASK




BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 « Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 « Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 « Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty I DoucLas A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
s.Roofing Batastini A
SIDING & WINDOWS Orthodontics SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

DONE THE WAY THINGS USED
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE
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LIFE CARE PLANNING
1950 Route 70 East

Suite 200
Over 30 Years Cherry Hill Vineland Hammonton Cherry Hil, NJ 08003
856-667-4545 | (856)428-1888  (856) 696-2600  (609) 561-2424 (856) 489-8388
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BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
Serving NJ & PA - Licensed & Insured BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
{"$25 HEATING SYSTEM TUNE-UP (5125 Value) | MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AW

Healing Your Home, One System at a Time \““\ v““’ 856-317-1111
Mobile: 856-900-2260 - Kevin H. Nguyen, PhD

www.R|ghtwayWaterproof|ng.com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 « Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com ¢ 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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