


FIRST SUNDAY of LENT- March 9, 2025

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

The Season of Lent is a special time of reflection,
praying and listening to God. What do you hear?
God does not always speak out of the clouds or in a
burning bush. Sometimes His heavenly voice may
come to us in a song, in a wisp of wind, or in the
recesses of our minds. We may hear, but we don’t
always listen. This Lent try to take a moment every
day and listen for the welcoming voice of God.

The Collection for
March 2, 2025

Sunday $5832.00
E-Giving  $2062.00
Total $7894.00

The Second Collection this weekend is for the
Catholic Missions among Black and Native
Americans.

Here’s how to take part in 40 Days for Life
in our Community from March 5-April 13
Vigil Location: Outside Cherry Hill
Women’s Center on Kings Hwy.
Vigil Hours can be scheduled from

7 AM-7 PM Tues.-Sat.

Our local Contact is Claire Howson
Claire@helpersnj.org 856-313-986

Please pray for our dear deceased parishioner Teri
Bones and her family. May she rest in peace.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER
1st Sunday of Lent

Stewards Blessed

“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of
the soil which you, O Lord, have given to me.” -

DEUTERONOMY 26:10

This line from the Old Testament offers two challenges.
First, do you give to God from your “first fruits” - the first
and best that you have to offer? Or do you give from what

you have leftover? Second, do you realize that everything
you have and that everything you are has been given to you
by God? We aren’t owners of anything, we are merely
Stewards of God’s gifts. Pray for a grateful and generous
heart, every day, in all circumstances.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Facing Your Demons

Dear Parishioners,

In today’s Gospel (Lk. 4: 1-13) we see Jesus tempted by the devil. 1 think the example of this series of temptations is a
most valuable instruction for anyone desiring to take Lent seriously. Obviously the Church does as well, since the
first Sunday of each Lent begins by recalling these temptations.

First, we see that Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert. Why would the Spirit lead Jesus into the desert? The
desert is an austere place where a person must confront many harsh realities: severe weather, lack of comfortable
amenities, silence and danger, as a start. When we are deprived of creature comforts, remove noisy distractions, and
must face harsh realities, we can and should begin to realize the complete dependence that we have on Almighty
God. We are put in a situation where the desert and its silence can become the place where we hear the voice of God
more clearly and powerfully. And that is where Satan often begins to interfere as well.

Jesus fasted for forty days. Not only was he in the desert, but he also took on bodily penance. He was hungry. Why
deprive ourselves of anything? If we live only for this world, then self-sacrifice, mortification, and penance seem
ridiculous. However, denying oneself (and picking up the cross) was given as a condition for discipleship by

Jesus (See Mt. 16:24). Discipline and self-sacrifice strengthen a person both physically and spiritually. A person
becomes more prepared to live out the sacrificial love Jesus most perfectly demonstrated by His death on the cross.

Why, then, when we are trying to do something spiritually beneficial, do temptations arise? Let’s face this harsh
reality head on: Satan and his followers hate anyone trying to serve the Lord and grow closer to Him. They will put
any possible obstacle in our way to prevent this from happening. We may be tempted to physical, earthly pleasure
(food, drink, sex, drugs, and anything that makes us feel good or gives us a temporary “high”) instead of the

eternal, spiritual satisfaction that comes from the love of Almighty God. Basically, it is hedonism to one degree or
another. Command that stones become loaves of bread.

Temptation can take the form of wealth or earthly goods. Material possessions become the reason for my

existence. My home, my car, my vacation(s), my boat, my bank account, my jewelry, etc. become my god. I think
more things will make me happy. A/l the kingdoms of the world . . . I shall give you. At what price? This was the
second temptation in the desert (materialism).

Finally, we can be tempted by our ego. Whenever we are proud (in the sense of hubris), boastful, unwilling to seek
help (when needed), arrogant, or overconfident in our own ability or skills, we can ascend that parapet where we
think that we do not need God. Or worse yet, we think that we are god. No one can tell me what to do. I know best. |
will not serve. This type of thinking (egoism) is represented in Jesus’ temptation from the parapet of the temple.

Remember, temptation is not sin. In his humanity, Jesus resisted these temptations and did not sin. He faced Satan
head on and rejected his false allurements. Jesus showed us that when we focus and direct our actions completely on
the love of God, then we have the ability to do the same. The Lord, your God, shall you worship and Him alone shall
you serve.

Go into the desert this Lent. Face your demons. It is there where they can be confronted and conquered.

Fr. Ed Namiotka

Pastor
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FIRST SUNDAY of LENT- March 9, 2025

Ministry Schedule March 15/16 2025

Clergy Music Eucharistic Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM Fr. Coronado Len E. Beckman C. Betson-Smith
8:30 AM Fr. Namiotka Julie Sr. Diana T. Smith A. Bresani
11:00 AM | Fr- Namiotka Erin/Choir J. Flynn J. Johnson N & M Flynn

Lent is a 40 Day Season of prayer, fasting and
almsgiving. We seek the Lord in Prayer by
reading Sacred Scripture; We serve by Giving
Alms; And we practice self-control through
Fasting.

What can we do?

March 16—Family Stations of the Cross 9:30 AM
in the Chapel

Sock Drive for St Joseph’s House: Please bring in

new adult men and women’s sock to class by
March 30th.

Rice Bowl to be returned to class by April 6, 2025.

Join us on these dates for
Hospitality and Fellowship

Thursday, March 13th Virtual

Journey to Lourdes France.

Sign up required.

Stop by after all Masses next

Sunday, March 16 for coffee and donuts
sponsored by StVdP.

March 19th St. Joseph Feast Day refreshments
after the 9:00 AM Mass.

An invitation to men of the parish from the Cherry
Hill Council 6173 Knights of Colum-

bus: If you want more information or

to join us, www.kofc.org/joinus with

this QR code include “Council 6173

when asked and use the promo code:
BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join.

“Our Journey United in Hope,”

is inspired by the theme of the Jubilee
Year, “Pilgrims of Hope.”

It reflects our collective commitment to
walk on the path together with the hope
Christ has provided us.

By supporting the Catholic Ministries Appeal, you are
supporting those who comprise the programs and
ministries of the Diocese of Camden. These ministries
serve the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of the
hungry and challenged. Help us bring the light of hope to
those in the Catholic community of South Jersey.

Our Goal this year is $74,300.00 To date we have
reached $15,811.50 / 21.3%. Thank you to all those
who already made a commitment.

You are invited to

Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage
Experience

on Thursday, March 13th.

We will bring Our Lady of Lourdes to
those who are not able to make the
journey:.

Light supper will be provided in the
Parish Hall at 5:00 PM.

The “Pilgrimage” will begin at 6:00
PM in the Chapel.

Registration is required and space is

limited.

Sign-up at the doors of the Church or call the office at
856-424-3212

A Free Will Offering Graciously Accepted

The Knights of Columbus would like to THANK
everyone who came out and supported their Fundraiser
night at OUTBACK. It was good to see so many people.
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FIRST SUNDAY of LENT- March 9, 2025

Saturday, March 8

4:30 PM Int of Reo Vazquez and Michael Buck
r/b Swartz Family

Sunday, March 9

8:30 AM Dolly Staton

r/b St. Thomas More Women’s Club
11:00 AM Nella Ferraro r/b Carabasi Cousins

MONDAY. March 10

9:00 AM People of the Parish
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

TUESDAY, March 11

9:00 AM Kathleen Centonze 1/b Brother Joe
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY. March 12

9:00 AM Fr. Phillip Johnson /b Family
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
THURSDAY., March 13

9:00 AM Joe Sklencar /b Pat Byrnes
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
FRIDAY, March 14

9:00 AM John P. McTigue 1/b Byrnes Family
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
Saturday, March 15

4:30 PM Dee Curns /b Pat & Nick Kirincic
Sundav, March 16

8:30 AM Dolly Staton 1/b Joanne Wachman
11:00 AM Michael Vigrass 1/b Family

PLEASE REMEMBER IN

YOUR PRAYERS: THE

SICK... Kristina Acevedo,

Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney,

Joe Centonze, Grace Cobin,

Joseph Console, Mary Cowan,

Catherine Diana, Linda Di Giulio, Fr. George
Donfurtang, Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie, Eileen
Goodwin, Marjorie Graham, Marion Kapischke,
Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy, Bob Lento,
Marie Manalo, Kelly Moore, Carter Oakley, Tina
Petrone, Dom Sacca, Carlos Santiago, Teddy Shaffer,
Grace Sklencar, Claire Spence, Stacia Strack, Michael
Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed Targonski, Sr., Ann Vigrass,
Joanne Wachman, Sarah Warner, Baby Finley, Arlene
Pajic, Cecilia Sim, Barbara Cremean, Mark DeY oung,
Felician Lopez.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE

ARMED SERVICES...

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain

Patrick J. Bones, USMC,

Major Anthony R. Cosentino,
USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam Houston, USN
Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams, PFC Timothy Kenny,
U.S. Army and all those serving our country.

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for March
For families in crisis
Let us pray that broken families might discover the cure

for their wounds through forgiveness, rediscovering each
other's gifts, even in their differences.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group
St. Thomas More Parish

Meeting Dates
Friday: March 14, 21, 28 2025

Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio
Divina, and reflect on themes of faith.

Diocesan Faithful Food Drive will be the weekend of
March 15/16. Items will be donated to the Cherry Hill Food
Pantry as well as our StVdP Society. Donation bags with
suggested items are available at the doors of the Church.

632p.5




| FIRST SUNDAY of LENT- March 9, 2025

Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for Proclamation of
the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with everyday life experiences.
Excerpt from the Gospel for the Second Sunday of Lent, March 16— Luke 9:28b-36

Jesus took Peter, John, and James and went up the mountain to pray. While he was praying his face changed in appearance
and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were conversing with him, Moses and Elijah, who ap-
peared in glory and spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem...While he was still speaking, a
cloud came and cast a shadow over Peter, James, and John, and they became frightened...Then from the cloud came a
voice that said, “This is my chosen Son; listen to him.”

Commentary:

Entering the darkness is always a scary business. Abram did it and encountered the presence of God. The three disciples
did it and heard a mysterious voice reveal the true identity of Jesus. The only way to the radiant light of God is by way of
the darkness. But it’s the way we most fear and resist, because we can’t find our own way or control what happens to us
there. Loss of control, or what we might call total surrender to God’s purposes, is precisely the point. As long as we
pursue our agenda and say, “My will be done,” we get what we want. We get earth. We get stuff. We also inherit the
legacy of a selfish, loveless history. When we pray, “Thy will be done,” the landscape changes. We enter the darkness to
emerge in a glorious reality we call the reign of God. The light is much better there, and we can finally see rightly.

Questions for Reflection and Sharing:1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?3. What word or phrase in the Reflection resonates with me?

LENT SCHEDULE

What better time to join a
Small Christian Community
at our parish for Lent.

I . Who are the Undocumented?
You can still Sign-up for Lent SCCs in

. s There has been a lot of talk about undocumented
g:z l()}eastth E/r;r;f ip(?gs&ﬁl;ﬁnﬁgﬂii (;I;ZOf immigrants. The United States Conferenqe of Catholic
fellowship at Saint Thomas More parish while Blshops published Catholic Social Teaphmg on Immigra-
strengthening our relationship with God. tion and the Movement of Peoples. In it they say "Jesus
reiterates the Old Testament command to love and care for
Daily Mass is celebrated Monday through the stranger, a criterion by which we shall be judged: "For I
Friday at 9:00 AM in the Chapel. was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
. . gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me"
Rite of Reconciliation (Mt 25:35)."

Confessions are heard every Saturday from 3:00-4:00 PM
as well as Frist Friday and First Saturday after the 9:00
AM Mass. Make plans to receive the Sacrament of
Penance during Lent.

A 30 year old father of three stood up against unfair and
inhumane actions by his Nicaraguan government. Their
peaceful protests were met with three of his friends being
killed. Threats to him and his family made it impossible for
them to remain in their homeland. They sought escape and
freedom in the US. He is now facing extreme difficulty ob-
taining the necessary US documentation because the
Nicaraguan government deleted his existence,

including records of his college degree. They are neighbors
of ours, living in Camden County. He has a full-time job in
the US and is barely able support his family.

Stations of the Cross will be held every Friday during
Lent at 7:00 PM in the Chapel. Come join us.

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the Chapel Monday
through Friday after the 9:00 AM Mass until Noon.

Why not invite a friend or neighbor to join you for
Mass, a Lenten service, or a faith formation program at Patricia, Pamela, Rodman Jr. and Paula would like to
our Parish. extend their sincerest gratitude for all the Masses and
prayers of remembrance for their dearly Beloved
Mother Mabel Dolly Staton. May she rest in peace.
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YOUR

Catholic
Cemetery A Minfstrg of }‘lope
CONSECRATED in [ ternal |_ife
HOIY & Sacred Place PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
St. Thomas More AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS
Parishioner MivLitary/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Discount 1sT RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLES FROM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FosTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

« Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

Connecting businesses to
customers in realtime!

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Almark Home _' M . .
, ‘@@ Memorial Planning
Iimprovements ?“"&"ﬂFVB ER | W .
Handyman Jobs oty e oo

Locustwood Cemetery
& Arlington & Bethel Cemeteries
1500 Route 70 W - Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
856-685-9673 - emcgl@everstorypartners.com

Home Repairs & Remodeling

856-261-2460

Lic.#13VH09325300 Fully Insured

Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
IVIA OR ARN 0 828 O ge (]

Jim Doyle
Church Bulletin Representative

I’m here to help your business
be noticed!

Advertise your business
in the
Church Bulletin

IN REMEMBRANCE OF
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON .
jdoyle@jppc.net
609-410-6325
www.jppcadvertising.com

SERAREM I

STOP ASK MATCH INFORM ’ JOHN PATRICK
ASK #WHATSMYNAME ﬁ’ publishing company, inc.

BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

¢ In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and
visitors each week

* Constant presence keeps a strong
link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted
source

* Affordable Advertising - local,
targeted to community
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BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 « Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 « Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 « Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty I DoucLas A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
s.Roofing Batastini A
SIDING & WINDOWS Orthodontics SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING

DONE THE WAY THINGS USED
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE

ncheryHill | WWW.braceme.com

LIFE CARE PLANNING
1950 Route 70 East

Suite 200
Over 30 Years Cherry Hill Vineland Hammonton Cherry Hil, NJ 08003
856-667-4545 | (856)428-1888  (856) 696-2600  (609) 561-2424 (856) 489-8388

www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com PFB NJ#3672 www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
Serving NJ & PA - Licensed & Insured BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
{"$25 HEATING SYSTEM TUNE-UP (5125 Value) | MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AW

Healing Your Home, One System at a Time \““\ v““’ 856-317-1111
Mobile: 856-900-2260 - Kevin H. Nguyen, PhD

www.R|ghtwayWaterproof|ng.com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 « Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com ¢ 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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