


I Epiphany of the Lord—January 5, 2025

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

Throughout the world, the
Opening of Jubilee Year

2025 begins on the feast of the
Holy Family, Sunday, Dec. 29,
2024. Bishop Dennis Sullivan
will celebrate a Jubilee 2025
Opening Mass on the feast of
the Epiphany, Sunday, Jan. 5,

2025 at 2 p.m. in the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
642 Market St., Camden.  All are welcome.

JUBILEE PRAYER

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us

into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the Gospel.
May those seeds transform from within

both humanity and the whole cosmos

in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen

The Collection for
Christmas, December 25 2024

Total to date.
$16,632.00

The Epiphany of the Lord Stewards Give

“ ... They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. — MATTHEW 2:11

What gifts do Christian Stewards give to the Lord? Pope St.
Gregory said that these three gifts represent what we should
give God every day. Gold — we should reflect Christ’s wis-
dom in all our relationships. Frankincense — represents our
daily prayer and adoration to God. Myrrh- is a symbol of
our daily sacrifices that we unite with Jesus for the sake of
others.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

New Year’s Resolutions

Dear Parishioners,

At the beginning of a calendar year, many people make one or more New Year’s resolutions which they may or
may not keep. Personally, I think the beginning of Advent or Lent makes better sense to attempt such from a spiritual
perspective.

In an effort to put these resolutions in a more spiritual light, 1 make the following twenty suggestions for your
consideration. I do not think that it is wise to try to tackle too many things at once but rather pick one or two that you
might be able to incorporate successfully into your routine.

Here’s my suggested list:
e Be faithful in Mass attendance weekly

e Read a passage from the Bible each day
e Say a daily Rosary

Visit elderly relative, friend or neighbor on a regular basis (weekly or monthly?)

Volunteer to help at a Church activity or with some Church ministry

Go to Confession monthly

Send a card or make a call to someone who has recently lost a loved one
Audition for the Church choir

Make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament on First Fridays or some other time (during daily Eucharistic
Adoration time)

Invite someone to attend Mass with you

e (Call the parish priest about something that you need to do to for your spiritual benefit (for example, investigate
an annulment, complete any Sacraments that were not received, get some spiritual direction, etc.)

e Purchase and read a Catholic spiritual book (perhaps a spiritual classic)
e Stop gossiping
e Take the time to listen carefully to someone

Be a good example to children (take them to Church, teach them to pray, talk to them about God, teach them to
share, etc.)

Limit time in front of the TV, on the computer or on the phone

Make an effort to smile more and complain less

Make a conscious effort to remind yourself daily that you are living in the presence of God
Thank Jesus every day

e Pray for someone whom you do not like / Reconcile with someone from whom you are alienated

I also suggest that you take the time to consecrate your family to the care of the Blessed Virgin Mary as [ do the
same for the entire parish as your pastor.

Oh Mother Most Pure, we come to You as a family and consecrate ourselves to your most Immaculate Heart. We
come to You as a family and place our trust in Your powerful intercession. Oh Dearest Mother Mary, teach us as
a mother teaches her children, for our souls are soiled and our prayers are weak because of our sinful hearts.
Here we are Dearest Mother, ready to respond to You and follow Your way, for Your way leads us to the heart of
Your Son, Jesus. We are ready to be cleansed and purified. Come then Virgin Most Pure, and embrace us with
Your motherly mantle. Make our hearts whiter than snow and as pure as a spring of fresh water. Teach us to
pray, so that our prayers may become more beautiful than the singing of the birds at the break of dawn. Dear
Mother Mary, we entrust to Your Immaculate Heart of hearts, our family and our entire future. Lead us all to our
homeland which is Heaven. Amen. Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us.

Happy New Year!

Fr. Ed Namiotkay Pastor
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Ministry Schedule January 11/12

Clergy Music Eucharistic Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM Fr. Music Ministry R. Javier C. Betson Smith
8:30 AM Fr. Music Ministry Sr. Diana T. Smith Witts
11:00 AM Fr. Music Ministry D. Staton J. Johnson M. Marsden

Come join us!
“CABRINI”
Friday Afternoon Movie Matinee
) Jan. 10, 2025 1:00 PM

Welcome back students and Catechists. St. Thomas More Room
We look forward to seeing you in class and at Mass as All Are invited

we continue with the second half of the school year. FROM ALEJANDRO MONTEVERDE, AWARD -

WINNING DIRECTOR OF SOUND OF FREEDOM,
COMES THE POWERFUL EPIC OF FRANESCA
CABRINI, AN ITALIAN IMMIGRANT WHO
ARRIVES IN NEWYORK CITY IN 1889 AND IS
GREATED BY DISEASE, CRIME, AND
IMPOVERISHED CHILDREN. CABRINI SETS OFF
ON A DARING MISSION TO CONVINCE THE
HOSTILE MAYOR TO SECURE HOUSING AND
HEALTHCARE FOR SOCIETY'S MOST
VULNERABLE. WITH BROKEN ENGLISH AND

The traditional date of the Eplphany is January 6, but POOR HEALTH. CABRINI BUILDS AN EMPIRE OF
in the United States it is celebrated on the Sunday HOPE UNLIKE ANYTHING THE WORLD HAD
between January 2 and January 9. EVER SEEN.

The word became flesh and made his dwelling place MARIANNE GORIN

among us. It is Christ who enlightens our hearts and 856 3461811

homes with his love. May all who enter this home find JON LISITSKI

Christ’s light and love. JONLL1@COMCAST.NET

Let us know if you are able to attend.
Let us know if you can bring refreshments or assist.

Sign up sheets are in the Gathering Space.

An invitation to men of the

parish from the Cherry Hill

Council 6173 Knights of

Columbus: If you want more in-

formation or to join us, you can do

so today at www.Kkofc.org/joinus

with this QR code include

“Council 6173” when asked and use the promo
code: BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join for free.
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Saturday, January 4
4:30 PM Elva Clark r/b Bill and Ann Vigrass
Sunday, January §
8:30 AM Sara Centonze and Anthony Appalucci
1/b Joe Centonze
11:00 AM Margaret Tandourjian
/b Gladys Angelucci
MONDAY, Jan. 6
9:00 AM People of the Parish
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
TUESDAY., Jan. 7
9:00 AM Shen Sek Mak 1/b Ruben Alvarez
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY., Jan. 8
9:00 AM Helen Protzman r/b Pauline Montes
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

THURSDAY., Jan. 9
9:00 AM Benedict Dizon 1/b John and Letty Duffy
and Family

9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
FRIDAY, Jan. 10

9:00 AM Paul Benish 1/b Pat Byrnes and Kevin
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

SATURDAY, Jan. 11
4:30 PM  Elizabeth Kerr 1/b Monica Kennedy
SUNDAY., Jan. 12

8:30 AM Sr. Febronia Jarosz LSIC
/b FMIJ

11:00 AM David and Gloria DeTato
/b Jeannine

PLEASE REMEMBER IN

YOUR PRAYERS: THE

SICK... Kristina Acevedo,

Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney,

Joe Centonze, Grace Cobin,

Joseph Console, Marie Corco-

ran, Mary Cowan, Catherine Diana, Linda Di Giulio,
Fr. George Donfurtang, Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie,
Eileen Goodwin, Marjorie Graham, Marion
Kapischke, Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy,
John Lane, Bob Lento, Marie Manalo, Kelly Moore,
Carter Oakley, Tina Petrone, Dom Sacca, Carlos
Santiago, Teddy Shaffer, Grace Sklencar, Claire
Spence, Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed
Targonski, Sr., Ann Vigrass, Joanne Wachman, Sarah
Warner, Baby Finley, Arlene Pajic, Jose Dorotan,
Hilda Maldonado, Cecilia Sim.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE

ARMED SERVICES...

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain

Patrick J. Bones, USMC,

Major Anthony R. Cosentino,
USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam Houston, USN
Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams, PFC Timothy Kenny,
U.S. Army and all those serving our country.

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for January

For the right to an education. Let us pray for migrants,
refugees, and those affected by war, that their right to an
education, which is necessary to build a better world,
might always be respected.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group
St. Thomas More Parish

Friday: Jan. 24 and 31 2025

Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio
Divina, and reflect on themes of faith.
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Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for Proclamation of
the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with everyday life experiences.

Excerpt from the Gospel for The Baptism of the Lord, January 12, 2025— Luke 3:15 -16

The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John
answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to
loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Commentary:

The Gospel speaks to us about allowing God to be God and remembering that we are here to discern God’s Will in
our lives. Jesus comes to John the Baptist and asks for Baptism. John is worried that he is not worthy to baptize
Jesus. This concern of John’s is holding up the revelation God wants to make! Jesus tells John to “allow it” — to let
God be God for now. Once John gets out of the way, the voice from heaven can be heard plainly.

Questions for Reflection and Sharing:

1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?

2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Reflection resonates with me?

Reesa V Borodyansky The Faith and Justice Team thanks the St. Thomas
Ensley L. Ashfield More Parish community for their support this year.
Sophia R. Burns Volunteers needed—We volunteer our time, some a

little and some a lot, to support our Mission.
With more volunteers we can do more.
Please come to a meeting and learn more.
“You are a child of God, you are Email us at stmfaithandjustice@gmail.com

wonderfully made, dearly loved and precious in More information coming soon for our 2025 projects
His sight.”- Psalm 139

On your recent baptism.

Eucharistic Adoration is held in the Chapel
Monday through Friday after the 9:00 AM Mass until
Noon.

Pro-Life Corner

“All life has inestimable value even
the weakest and most vulnerable,
the sick, the old, the unborn and the
poor, are masterpieces of God’s
creation, made in his own image,
destined to live forever, and
deserving of the utmost reverence
and respect.”
Pope Francis— Message to Catholics taking part
in annual Day for Life in Britain and Ireland July
28,2013
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YOUR
Catholic
Cemetery

CONSECRATED
Holy & Sacred Place

St. Thomas More
Parishioner
Discount

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

« Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com

A Ministrg of r‘lope
in [~ ternal | ife

PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS

MiLitary/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
1sT RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

Connecting businesses to
customers in realtime!

All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

WORSHIP

/™

WITH US

Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:

A

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to iet started.

Jim Doyle
Church Bulletin Representative

I’'m here to help your business
be noticed!

Advertise your business
in the
Church Bulletin

¢ In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and

jdoyle@jppc.net visitors each week

609-410-6325
www.jppcadvertising.com

* Constant presence keeps a strong
link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted
source

* Affordable Advertising - local,
targeted to community

JOHN PATRICK

publishing company, inc.

9z

632 St. Thomas More, Cherry Hill, NJ (i)

John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net




BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 « Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 « Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 « Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty [ DouctAs A. FENDRICK, ESQURE
ﬁ clcoime ELDER LAW !
to Ou Church.
@ Roo ng £>< ESTATE PLANNING
SJ(IJ)NLI\;_& fV‘A‘YAg"-III\IIVGDSOUgl\:"DS SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE. LIFE CARE PLANNIN 50 Route 70 East
In Cherry Hill Suite 200
Over 30 Years Cherry Hil, N) 08003
856-667-4545 (856) 489-8388
www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
Serving NJ & PA - Licensed & Insured BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
{"$25 HEATING SYSTEM TUNE-UP (5125 Value) | MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
AW

&
o
Healing Your Home, One System at a Time \gi‘\‘:::v““’ 856-317-1111
Mobile: 856-900-2260 - Kevin H. Nguyen, PhD

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 « Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com ¢ 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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