St. Thomas More Church

1439 Springdale Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003
856-424-3212
Web Site: http://stthomasmorenj.org/ * E-mail: info@stthomasmorenj.org

Mass Schedule

Daily Mass: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM in ==
the Chapel x g
First Saturdays: 9:00 AM in the Chapel .
Sat. 4:30 PM 3
Sun. 8:30 and 11:00 AM

Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel
Mon.—Fri. 9:30 AM—12 Noon

Rite of Reconciliation
Saturday

3:00—4:00 PM
In the Chapel
First Fridays after the 9:00 AM Mass

Father Edward Namiotka, Pastor

Father Victorino Coronado, In Residence
Julie Linn, Music Ministry

Sheila Tartamosa, Business Manager

Find us on:
facebook.

Send all bulletin announcements to:

smtartamosa@comcast.net by 2:00pm Monday

DIRECTORY
Parish Trustees Jeannine Mc Menamin K/ﬁr Shsip
ar Servers
.. . . IEleriey (Gares Church Environment Committee
Christian Life/Education Ch. Art Environment Committee

Bereavement Staff 856-424-3212 Eucharistic Ministers 856-424-3212

Consolation Ministry Ann Marie Lento 856- 344-7454 %g:ctor% . PR e Rl
jonlll@comcast.net mnen Committee DINAIETASS o of

Faith & Justice Team Chris Baeckstrom 856-912-7078 e ggczntas"l;l}&r:ll RO

Hospital Visitors Staff & Euch. Ministers 856-424-3212 Dave Bongiovanni

Intercessory Prayer 856-428-7217 Joe Centonze

Knights of Columbus 856-424-3212 Eﬁ?ﬁff Development Chico Febus

I(\)/Iiir;aft?gl?rrir;[?;f?nit ofAd]i]Ts) & Elizabeth Scarpa  856-795-1160 Bridge Groups JBoyf)e DeCMiChE':lell 885566-‘;29‘?;%%%
. arbara Cerquitella =73=

Parish Rel. Ed. Prog. 856-424-3212 Parish Festival Committee 856-424-3212

Respect Life
Rosary Ministry

Spiritual Retreats
St. Vincent de Paul
Stewardship
Welcoming Team

Marian Kapischke
Small Christian Communities

Sheila Tartamosa

856-424-2053

856-428-7073
856—424-3212
856-424-3212
856-424-8022

Women’s Club

Administration

House of Charitg
Parish Finance Council
Parish Pastoral Council

Barbara Cerquitella
Lorraine Kennedy

Sheila Tartamosa
Robert Crawford
Marie Enny

856-795-7323
856-489-0031

856-424-3212
856-424-3212
856-751-8893



I Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

“‘
come

VAT

Prepare the way of the Lord. Make straight His
paths.”

During this Advent Season, how will you make a
straight path for Jesus to enter more fully into your
life? Are you preparing the way with the welcoming
stepping stones of love, mercy, compassion, hope and
faith?

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.
OCIA

The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion

and Confirmation.
For more information, please call 424-3212

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

| Holy Day of Obligation—

1 - The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary will be celebrated
on Monday, December 9, 2024.

| All are obliged to participate in Mass.

Our Mass schedule is
“9:00 AM and 7:00 PM in the Church.

The Collection for
Sunday December 1, 2024

Sunday  $4,749.00
E-Giving  $2,200.00
Total $6,949.00

Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious
This weekend December 7/8

Support those who have given a lifetime. Women and
men religious have dedicated their lives to service-
praying, teaching, and caring for those in need. Today
their religious communities do not have enough
retirement savings for the essential needs of thousands
of senior women and men religious.

Please give to the Retirement Fund for Religious.

2" Sunday of Advent

Live Stewardship

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase
ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of
perception, to discern what is of value”
(PHILIPPIANS 1:9-10)

During the Christmas shopping season, it is easy to
get caught up in the frenzy of buying gifts. But, is
that “gift” truly an expression of your love for the
other person. Or, are you just fulfilling your
“obligation” to give them something? To live
Stewardship and grow in friendship with someone,
you need to spend time with them and learn what is of
value to them. Maybe this year, buy less “stuff”” and
spend more time with those you love.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
An Upcoming Holy Day of Obligation

Dear Parishioners,

Among some Catholics and various others, there is still a misunderstanding regarding what is meant by the term (or
title) Immaculate Conception. Some people mistakenly think that this title refers to Jesus and His being conceived
miraculously in the womb of His Mother Mary. This is not the case.

In 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed the following in the Apostolic Constitution Ineffabilis Deus:

The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and
privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race,
preserved immune from all stain of original sin.

This proclamation was one of two notable times in more recent history of the Catholic Church when a pope
declared an infallible dogma ex cathedra (that is, from the chair of St. Peter’s teaching authority). The other
occasion was the dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven.

Our catechism instructs us: “Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, "full of
grace" through God, was redeemed from the moment of her conception. That is what the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception confesses . . ..” The Catechism of the Catholic Church, (#491). Mary was redeemed by
Christ as all humanity is, but her redemption began at her very conception in the womb of her mother by a singular
grace—hence, the term Immaculate Conception.

Around the same time as the pope, bishops and theologians were wrestling with this theological
matter, Bernadette Soubirous was born in Lourdes, France in 1844. Saint Bernadette, as she is now known, is
remembered for having received eighteen apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary between February 11 and July 16,
1858. Our Lady asked for a chapel to be built at a grotto in Massabielle where the apparitions occurred and a
miraculous spring of water now flows. During these apparitions, Our Lady identified herself to St. Bernadette with
the phrase “l am the Immaculate Conception.” St. Bernadette, an illiterate peasant girl with no formal training in
theology, had no idea what the phrase Immaculate Conception meant. She was only fourteen at the time of the
visions. It seems that in these apparitions Our Lady herself confirmed what the Church had formally declared just
four years earlier. The Church holds these apparitions as worthy of belief.

Since it falls on a Sunday of Advent, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary this
year is moved to December 9" and is observed as a Holy Day of Obligation in the Diocese of Camden. Catholics are
obligated to attend Mass this day. The schedule at the parish is 8:30 AM and 7 PM on Monday, December 9. While
| admit that there is quite often confusion regarding various Holy Days and our necessity of going to Mass, | sum
matters up simply. A holy day is important because of what it celebrates and signifies. Therefore, whether or not
we are required to attend Mass, the day is still holy and should be treated as such. Shouldn’t we desire to go the
extra mile because of our love for God to be at Mass that day whether or not we are obligated?

Our Lady, as the Immaculate Conception, is the patroness of our country and our diocese. Our cathedral in Camden
is also dedicated to her under this title. She should certainly have a special place in all our hearts.

Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024

Ministry Schedule December 14/15 2024

Clergy Music Eucharistic Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM Fr.Namiotka Florence R. Javier J. Bland Campbell
8:30 AM Fr. Coronado Julie B. Massey S. Oatway

Marta, Choir.
11:00 AM | Fr. Namiotka Rel Ed Students

J. Galati, J. Flynn

Rel Ed Students Rel. Ed Students

R

SAVE the DATE—Sunday Dec. 15th the students
will participate as ministers at the 11:00 AM Mass.

Directly after Mass the students present a Nativity
Pageant followed by refreshments in the Hall.

All are invited. Please call the office at 856-424-3212

if you plan on attending the reception so we can
prepare accordingly.

SECOND WEEK Off ADVENT

i PEACE

Peace: The Prince of Peace came among us at the
only point in history when the whole world was at
peace. Intentionally bringing stillness and peace into
our souls through quiet prayer is the best ground-
work for welcoming the Messiah into our homes at
His Nativity.

Christmas song entitled “The Carpenter’s Son.” It is

sung by Drew Seigla. The format used for

distribution these days is online streaming. Below is

the link to get the song online. Thanks for listening!
Fr. Ed

drewseigla/the-carpenters-son
You can also search YouTube for the video.

Recently my friend Thomas Ranizewski and I wrote a

ADVENT RETREAT—St. Vincent Pallotti
Church 901 Hopkins Rd., Haddonfield, NJ
Worship, Witness & Wonders
Tues. Dec. 10th 7:00-8:00 PM
Learn about miracles, especially miracles of St. Rita
presented by Fr. DiGregorio from the National
Shrine of St. Rita of Cascia, Phila. Pa.

Wed. Dec. 11th 7:00-8:00 PM
Hear testimonies from three witnesses who
experienced the healing power of God’s grace.
Adoration and Benediction. All are welcome.
Call 856-858-1313 for more

The link is right here: https://distrokid.com/hyper.../

af®n  Flowers %‘%3

gy Donation

o4
Thark You! &

Christmas Flower donation envelopes are available at
the doors of the Church.

2025 Calendars are available
at the Church
entrances.

Please take one.

An invitation to men of the
parish from the Cherry Hill
Council 6173 Knights of
Columbus: If you want more
information or to join us, you
can do so today at
www.kofc.org/joinus with this QR code include
“Council 6173” when asked and use the promo
code: BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join for free.
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024

Saturday, December 7

4:30 PM Rev. Sebastian V. Annino
r/b Pauline Montes

Sunday, December 8

8:30 AM Kathy & Dick Haughwout

/b Brian Haughwout
11:00 AM Martha & Nick Korson 1/b Flynn Family
MONDAY, December 9 Immaculate Conception
9:00 AM People of the Parish
9:30—Noon Adoration
7:00 PM  Souls in Purgatory
TUESDAY, December 10
9:00 AM Vincent Menna /b Jeannine McMenamin
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel
WEDNESDAY. December 11

9:00 AM Living and deceased members
of Morgan family in Ireland
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

THURSDAY. December 12

9:00 AM Betty Lucthman r/b Carl & Pat Luchtman
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

FRIDAY, December 13

9:00 AM Catherine Barlow 1/b Harry & Jean
McAneny
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

SATURDAY, December 14
4:30 PM Elva Clark r/b Pat & Nick Kirincic
SUNDAY. DECEMBER 15

8:30 AM Rita Cruz 1/b Grace Cobin
11:00 AM Bernard & Nina McTamney
/b Flynn Family

= & PLEASE REMEMBER IN Ty
AOSD Tntfentions o TS
- — Caroline Bancheri, Jim Beaney, , Pray for the Sle

Joe Centonze, Grace Cobin,
Joseph Console, Marie Corco- ?}."
ran, Mary Cowan, Catherine Diana, Linda Di Giulio,
Fr. George Donfurtang, Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie,
Eileen Goodwin, Marjorie Graham, Marion
Kapischke, Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy,
John Lane, Bob Lento, Marie Manalo, Kelly Moore,
Carter Oakley, Tina Petrone, Dom Sacca, Carlos
Santiago, Teddy Shaffer, Grace Sklencar, Joe Sklencar,
Claire Spence, Stacia Strack, Michael Suralik, Pat
Suralik, Ed Targonski, Sr., Ann Vigrass, Joanne
Wachman, Sarah Warner, Baby Finley, Arlene Pajic,
Tim Fitzgerald, Jose Dorotan, Hilda Maldonado.

’ PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE
ARMED SERVICES..

Sgt. Jordan Beckman, Captain
Patrick J. Bones, USMC,
Major Anthony R. Cosentino,

< USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung,

ThankYo

01.5C1 ir country
dznm g our /rwdm

_—
Sam Houston, USN Special Forces, , Lt. Nicholas G.

lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce,
US Army, Capt. Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline
A. McCabe, PFC Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J.
Papa, Sisi Tyrrell, USMC, Sgt. Nicole Williams,
PFC Timothy Kenny, U.S. Army and all those serving

our country.

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for December

Pilgrims of HOPE
We pray that this Jubilee Year strengthen our faith,
helping us recognize the Risen Christ in our lives and
that it may transform us into pilgrims of Christian hope.

Spanish Ministry Prayer Group ‘?g_ s
St. Thomas More Parish ' v
Friday: Dec. 13 and 20, 2024

Join us as we Pray the Rosary, Lectio
Divina, and reflect on themes of faith.

Qhri'sfmds'_ -
‘Mass Schedule
= f

CHRISTMAS MASSES
Masses for Christmas Eve

Tuesday, December 24
4:00 PM and 6:00 PM
Masses for Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

NEW YEAR’S MASSES
(Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God)
Tuesday, December 31 4:30 PM
Wednesday, January 1 9:00 AM

632p.5




| Second Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024

Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week
for Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith
with everyday life experiences.

Excerpt from the Gospel for the Third Sunday of Advent, December 16,2018 — Luke 3:10-18

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”” John said to them, “Whoever has two cloaks should share
with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized
and they said to him, “Teacher, what should we do?” John answered, “Stop collecting more than what is prescribed.”
All were asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing
you with water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

Commentary: John’s brand of advice may not have sounded like good news to those who asked for it. He urged the
crowds to give away what they had in surplus to those who were in need. John basically told people to be generous
and just, to clean up their acts, and to wait for the One who was coming just behind him. This is still good advice.

1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?
3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?

Retreats O
o SAT & SUN DECEMBER 7-8, 2024: ADVENT :
o SAT MARCH 15, 2025: LENT '

Angel Tree Gift Program

THANK YOU to everyone who b
organized, donated a gift, gave a ’L\q‘q‘

monetary donation, helped wrap '
the gifts and made the

deliveries to the children. Your
"oments Of prdyer participation and generosity is much appreciated.
ONCE AMONTH: LECTIO DIVINA

JS FOR THE CALENDAR

Loving Father,

Help us remember the birth of Jesus,

that we may share in the song of the angels,

the gladness of the shepherds,

and worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate

, and open the door of love all over the world.
20000 : Let kindness come with every gift

Zme / and good desires with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing

which Christ brings,

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.

May the Christmas morning

make us happy to be thy children,

“The first and most fundamental of all and Christmas evening bring us to our beds
human rights is the right to life, and when with grateful thoughts,

this right is denied all other rights are forgiving and forgiven,

threatened ... A society will be judged on for Jesus’ sake. Amen

the basis of how it treats its weakest
members; and among the most vulnerable
are surely the unborn and the dying.” —

CONTACT US

call: (856)-428-8834
text: (856)-518-0184

Contact us by email stmfaithandjustice@gmail.com

From Pope John Paul II address to the Eucharistic Adoration is held in the Chapel Monday
new ambassador of New Zealand to the Holy See through Friday after the 9:00 AM Mass until Noon.
(May, 2000). COME PRAY WITH HIM
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QOUR — JESUS, BREAD oF LIFE Cemetery & Mausoleum

Cemetery A COMMUNITY OF BELIEVERS i HEATED & AIRCONDITIONED A Minis try o £ HOPC
CONSECRATED in [~ ternal | ife
HOIY & Sacred Place ; PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
St. Thomas More = = é AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS
Parishioner C il e s —— — L = M ot S8\ 1LmaRY/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Discount Crypts * Marble Niches * Plots Niches * Columbariums - Professionally Landscaped 15T RESPONDERS DISCOUNT

1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

Any New Stairlift

basement waterproofing
With This Ad

« FREE in home In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
evaluations .
« Family owned & Connecting businesses to French Drains

operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com : All Work Guaranteed

tri-state e : 877-401-4777
STAIRLIFTS!| 2

customers in realtime! Foundatiun Repair
Mold Remediation

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

WORSHIP

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

V4 o
Mallory's Army Foundation Jim Doyle
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying... Church Bulletin Representative
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
. www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send

your email address by text message:
 Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

I’'m here to help your business
be noticed! FudogF ABER
Advertise your business
in the
Church Bulletin

¢ In print, online and interactive app

* Reaches parish families and

jdoyle@jppc.net visitors each week

609-410-6325  Constant presence keeps a strong
www.jppcadvertising.com link between you and customers

* Well-read publication - a trusted
JOHN PATRICK source

”' publishing company, inc. « Affordable Advertising - local,

targeted to community

632 St. Thomas More, Cherry Hill, NJ (i) John Patrick Publishing Co. 1.800.333.3166 * www.jppc.net




“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 » Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 ¢ Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 ¢ Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty A PmpRE DOUGLAS A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
to Our Chureh! ELDER LAW
& Roofing & ¢ ur =hure ESTATE PLANNING
SIDING & WINDOWS SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
T0 BE DONE, WITH PRIDE. e PLANNIN Route 70 East
s FENDRICK %

856-667-4545 MORGAN  g5¢)469.8388

www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com LIFE REQUIRES PLANNING www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

BOCCO FUN ERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION cathohcmafch"
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured
New Jersey
da 0
WATERPROOFING CO.
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
{"$25 HEATING SYSTEM TUNE-UP ($125 Value) | MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR 3
[
8675409 o BBB
Healing Your Home, One System at a Time ‘fi v“‘ 856-317-1111 TR
TR .. _ CatholicMatch.com/
Mobile: 856-900-2260 « Kevin H. Nguyen, PhD WWW.nghtwayWaterprooﬁng.com y o:m:ﬁ.l com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 * Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com « 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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