St. Thomas More Church

1439 Springdale Road, Cherry

Hill, New Jersey 08003

856-424-3212 « Fax: 856-424-2411
Web Site: http://stthomasmorenj.org/ * E-mail: sthomasmore@comcast.net

Mass Schedule
Daily Mass: Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM in
the Chapel
First Saturdays: 9:00 AM in the Chapel
Sat. 4:30 PM
Sun. 8:30 and 11:00 AM

Eucharistic Adoration in the Chapel
Mon.—Fri. 9:30 AM—12 Noon

Father Edward Namiotka, Pastor

Father Victorino Coronado, In Residence

Sister Rosangela Ganau, FM1J, Catechetical Leader
Julie Linn, Music Ministry

Marylee Garber, Parish Secretary

Sheila Tartamosa, Business Manager

Rite of Reconciliation

Saturday

3:00—4:00 PM
In the Chapel

First Fridays after the 9:00 AM Mass
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stmsecretaryl1439@gmail.com by 2:00pm Monday

DIRECTORY
Parish Trustees Jeannine Mc Menamin K/lotr ShSlP
ar Servers

Christian Life/Ed : IEleitiy (G e Church Environment Committee

ristian Life/Education Ch. Art Environment Committee
Bereavement Staff 856-424-3212 Eucharistic Ministers Sr. Ann Byrnes 856-424-3212
Consolation Ministry Ann Marie Lento 856- 344-7454 II:_ectorsC _ PR O

Jon Lisitski jonll1 @comcast.net mnen Committee DINAIETASS =

Faith & Justice Team Chris Baeckstrom 856-912-7078 SESTIES gf)egls"l;%rcr;ll AT AR
Hospital Visitors Staff & Euch. Ministers 856-424-3212 Dave Bongiovanni
Intercessory Prayer Ann Vigrass 856-428-7217 Joe Centonze
Knights of Columbus John Galati 856-424-3212 ‘[S'josilizrls Development Chico Febus
Marriage Formation Bob & Elizabeth Scarpa  856-795-1160 Bridge Groups Joyce DeMichele 856-424-4008
Order of Christian Init. Of Adults Barbara Cerquitella 856-795-7323
Parish Rel. Ed. Prog. Sr. Rosangela Ganau, 856-424-3212 Parish Festival Committee 856-424-3212
Respect Life Staff Women’s Club Barbara Cerquitella 856-795-7323
Rosary Ministry Marian Kapischke 856-424-2053 Leizie lanizdl s
Small Christian Communities Administration

Spiritual Retreats
St. Vincent de Paul
Stewardship
Welcoming Team

John Galati
Chico Febus
Sheila Tartamosa
Shirley Kane

856-428-7073
856—424-3212
856-424-3212
856-424-8022

House of Charit
Parish Finance Council
Parish Pastoral Council

Sheila Tartamosa
Robert Crawford
Marie Enny

856-424-3212
856-424-3212
856-751-8893



I THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD, MAY 12, 2024

PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)
Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.
Vision (Goals)
Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

Prayer for Mother’s Day
Loving God,
We lift up in prayer all mothers, grandmothers,
stepmothers and mothers-to-be.

We give you thanks for their fullness of love, talents,
and gifts, which they share in our families, church,
society, and the world.

Bless all the mothers every day of their lives.
May they always welcome Your loving presence and
turn towards You in times of joy, sorrow, and glory.
We ask this in Your name,

Amen.

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through

the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.

MARRIAGE

Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

RCIA

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.

For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Grades One through Eight - Sunday 9:30 AM—10:45 AM
PARISH MEMBERSHIP

New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish

BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 2 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul II Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

The collection for Sunday, May 5, 2024 was $8755.00.
The budgeted amount was $8500.

“The one thing that surrounds everything else is that
of stewardship, that we are the managers of everything
that God has given us.” Larry Burkett

Hats Off!

If you are graduating, or know of any
other graduates who would like to be
recognized for their achievement, please
contact the Parish Office (856- 424-
3212). We would love to celebrate with
you!

“If my people, who are called by My

Name, shall humble themselves, and

pray, and seek My Face, and turn from

their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and [ will heal their
land.” 2nd Chronicles 7:14

Stewardship Corner: Ascension of Qur Lord
Stewardship Faith

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God
abides in him, and he in God.” — 1 JOHN 4:15

How strong is your faith? When you have an
opportunity to either defend or clarify a question about
our Catholic faith, do you do it? Or, do you remain
silent so that others don’t think you are weird? Pray for
the courage to be a strong Christian Steward in all
circumstances and to joyfully share your witness with
others.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
The Ascension, Mother’s Day and Preparation for Pentecost

Dear Parishioners,

If you want my thoughts on the movement of 4scension Thursday to Sunday in the state of New
Jersey, you can refer to my writing from last year (on my blog: fr-ed-namiotka.com) when the
change officially occurred. Needless to say, I did not agree, then or now. People who live in the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, right over the Delaware River, were/are still obliged to the
traditional day on Thursday. A bit of confusion for all, wouldn’t you agree?

That being said, when Jesus ascended into heaven after His time on earth, he never abandoned us.
He left us His Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist. He remains in His words and teaching in the
Sacred Scriptures. The ordained priest acts in His very person (in persona Christi) in the
sacraments of the Church. He is present where two or three gather in His Name—community
prayer, liturgy and worship, especially the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. And, as God-Man, He
continues to intercede for us at the right hand of the Father.

Our humanity is now elevated in Jesus’ glorious Body and has entered Heaven. The fall and exile
of Adam (original sin) is now reversed through the saving action of Christ, the new Adam. Heaven
is open to us through Him. As He told us, no one comes to the Father except through Him (Jn.
14:6). This is what we celebrate today.

I also wish all mothers today a happy Mother’s Day! For most people there is a special
bond between mother and child. Our mothers carry us in their wombs for nine months. They
endure the pangs of birth. They feed us, bathe us, clean up after us, teach us, comfort us, caress
us and, most importantly, love us. How often they are willing to sacrifice for us!

Thanks moms for your strength, patience and ability to make things better by your calming and
reassuring presence. Whenever we take you for granted or forget what you have done for us over
the years, we apologize. You deserve better from us. We love you!

For those (like myself) who have lost their earthly mothers, please remember to pray for them and
have Masses offered for them. Our faith teaches us, whether they are in purgatory or in heaven,
they can pray for us! Let’s aid them in getting to heaven by offering our prayers, Masses and
sacrifices for them.

In addition to our biological (or adoptive) mothers, I think that it is also important to remember to
honor Mary, our Spiritual Mother as well, especially in this month of May. We honor Our Lady
as our Queen and Mother. She continues to intercede for her children here on earth and we place
our confident hope and trust in her. Our Blessed Lady should play an essential role in the lives of
Catholics and indeed all Christians. She was given to us as our mother through St. John at the foot
of the cross:

When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there whom he loved, he said to his
mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home. (John 19: 26-27)

Finally, we enter into a period of preparation—originally, nine days of prayer or a novena—tor the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. As the disciples prayed and awaited the promised Holy Spirit, so should
we. The gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church transformed the lives of early Christians into true
believers and bold witnesses to the risen Christ and His teaching.

One might see the obvious necessity of another outpouring of the same Holy Spirit for our times!

Fr. Ed Namiotka, Pastor
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Ministry Schedule May 18/19

Clergy Music Eucharistic Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 PM Fr. Coronado Florence E. Beckman J. Cepeda
8:30 AM | Fr- Namiotka l?]%clicél Sr. Diana S. Oatway A. Bresani
11:00 AM | Fr. Namiotka Becca/ Choir J. De Michele C. Musso L. Vascisin
Julie J. Hayden

MOTHERS’ DAY

is a holiday observed in different forms

throughout the world.

It is a time to honor mothers,

grandmothers, and great-grandmothers
for their invaluable contributions to our families and
society.
“For those whose mothers and grandmothers are still

alive - cherish them today. Hug and kiss them. Honor
them. Thank them.

For those whose mothers have gone home to the
Lord, remember them.

For all who bear the name Christian, the name of our
eternal family, let us also honor the MOTHER of the
Lord today - our blessed Virgin Mary -. Her maternal
care for Jesus still embraces all of us, all those who
are joined to Him, as members of His Body, by that
great new birth of Baptism”, (Catholic on line)

Let’s celebrate and express our gratitude to all the
wonderful mothers in our lives!

Many thanks for a successful year to the members of
our Religious Education Program! Teachers, staff,
students and parents, we appreciate your dedication to
the religious education of all concerned. Special thanks
to teachers and staff who tirelessly, with commitment,
fulfilled their assigned tasks to pass on the faith to our
children.

Banns of Ordination to the Priesthood

The Most Reverend Dennis J. Sullivan, D.D.
announces that he intends to ordain Reverend
Mister Ricardo Lozano Cruz to the Sacred Order of
Presbyter on Saturday, the 18th day of May, 2024 at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, 642
Market Street, Camden, New Jersey.

The faithful of the Diocese of Camden are asked to
pray for these men and for the

young men of their parish who are being called by God
to service in the Church. At the

same time the faithful are obliged to reveal
impediments to sacred orders, if they know

of any, by contacting their pastor before the ordination
in accord with the norms of cc.

1043 and 1051.2 of the Code of Canon Law.

Mary Immaculate, patroness of the Diocese of Camden,
intercede for these men and for

an increase in vocations to the priesthood here in South
Jersey.

SJCM A 2024 APPEAL: “THROUGH Him AND FOR
Hm” **St. Thomas More’s Goal is $89, 700. We
will need the help of every parishioner to meet this
goal. Thank you for prayerfully considering your
donation. ** To date we have received gifts from
61 people totaling 38, 225. 00 which is 42.6% of our

Diocesan Holy Year 2025 Pilgrimage—Rome and the
Shrines of Italy. Join people from across the Diocese of
Camden for this pilgrimage of Hope March 24th through
April 2nd, 2025. Visit Rome, Montecassino, the Shrine
of St. Padre Pio, the Cave of St. Michael Lanciano,
Loreto, Assisi, Bolsena, Orvieto and much more. The price
is $4996 per person, double occupancy from
Philadelphia, including airfare, accommodations,
breakfast and dinner daily with wine at dinner. Tips
and personal items not included. For more information
visit: www.pilgrimages.com/frhughes/italy or contact
Fr. Hughes at Robert.Hughes@camdendiocese.org.
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SATURDAY, MAY 11

4:30 PM Mothers’ Day Intentions
SUNDAY, MAY 12

8:30 AM Mothers’ Day Intentions

11:00 AM Mothers’ Day Intentions

MONDAY, MAY 13
9:00 AM Florianna Gilden

/b Eileen Kleinz & Debbie Walker
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

TUESDAY, MAY 14
9:00 AM People of the Parish
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
9:00 AM Dr. Raymond Soriano

/b Ruben & Dippin Alvarez
9:30—Noon Adoration in the Chapel

THURSDAY MAY 16

9:00 AM Living & deceased members of Morgan
family in Ireland

9:30-Noon Adoration in the Chapel.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
9:00 AM Joann Lacroce r/b Dom & Marie Sacca
9:30-Noon Adoration in the Chapel.

SATURDAY, MAY 18
4:30 PM  Mark Delladio
/b Doug & Arlene Saladik & family

SUNDAY, MAY 19
8:30 AM Stan Zacharkow
11:00 AM Deacon Ed Protzman r/b Helen

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR

PRAYERS: THE SICK... Kristina

Acevedo, Caroline Bancheri, Jim

Beaney, Jim Beaney, Jr., Joe

Centonze, Grace Cobin, Tammy

Colon, Joseph Console, Marie Corcoran, Mary Cowan,
Catherine Diana, Linda Di Giulio, Fr. George
Donfurtang, Elizabeth Garber, Eileen Gerie, Eileen
Goodwin, Marjorie Graham, Helen Kane, Marion
Kapischke, Michael Kapischke, John B. Kennedy, John
Lane, Bob Lento, Marie Manalo, Kelly Moore, Carter
Oakley, Tina Petrone, Helen Protzman, Dom Sacca,
Carlos Santiago, Teddy Shaffer, Grace Sklencar, Joe
Sklencar, Claire Spence, Dale Strack, Stacia Strack,
Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, Ed Targonski, Sr., Roy
Targonski, Ann Vigrass, Joanne Wachman, Sarah Warner.

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE

ARMED SERVICES... SPC Jordan

Beckman, Captain Patrick J. Bones,

USMC, Major Anthony R. Cosentino,

USAF, TSgt. John P. DeYoung, Sam
Houston, USN, Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, SSgt. Kris
Knaup, Capt. Jennifer LaSalce, US Army, Capt.
Christopher Mawn, Lt. Jacqueline A. McCabe, PFC
Sonny Morrison, Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa, Sisi Tyrrell,
USMC, SPC Nicole Williams, and all those serving
our country.

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intentions For May 2024
For The Formation Of Men And Women Religious
And Seminarians

Let us pray that men and women religious and
seminarians, grow in their own vocational journey
through human, pastoral, spiritual and community
formation, that leads them to be credible witnesses of
the Gospel.

Catholic Communications Campaign this weekend.
Through websites, social networks, television, radio, and
print, the Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC)
helps the Church spread the Gospel message through the
media locally and nationally. Half of all donations to the
CCC collected in your diocese stay in your diocese to
support your local communications needs, such as radio
and television programming and diocesan publications.

An invitation to men of the parish from

the Cherry Hill Council 6173 Knights of

Columbus: The Knights of Columbus is a

brotherhood of Catholic men devoted to

Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism.

The Cherry Hill Council is devoted to this work locally:
helping the mentally challenged, funding local pro-life
centers, aiding our seminarians, and supporting the
parishes of St. Mary, St. Thomas More, and Christ our
Light. If you want more information or to join us, you can
do so today at www.kofc.org/joinus o with this QR
code include “Council 6173” when asked and use the
promo code: BLESSEDDMCGIVNEY to join for free.

Eucharistic Revival quotes from

Pope Francis “Jesus prepares a place for us

here below because the Eucharist is the beating

heart of the Church. It gives her birth and

rebirth; it gathers her together and gives her
strength. But the Eucharist also prepares us for a place on
high; in eternity for it is the Bread of Heaven. It comes
down from heaven—it is the only matter on earth that
savors of eternity. It is the bread of things to come; even
now, it grants us a foretaste of a future infinitely greater
than all we can hope for or hope to imagine. It is the bread
that sates our greatest expectations and feeds our fines
dreams. It is. In a word,; the pledge of eternal life—not
simply a promise but a pledge, a concrete anticipation of
what awaits us there. Homily—June 3, 2018
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Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for
Proclamation of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith

with everyday life experiences.

Excerpt from the Gospel for Pentecost Sunday, May18, 2024- John 20:19-23

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of the
Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.”

Commentary:

Pentecost has popularly and rightly been called the “Birthday of the Church.” We greatly reduce the mystery of God’s
presence, however, if we understand this phrase to refer to the beginning of the institutional church. Pentecost is our
birth into new life as a new creation. It is our celebration of being God’s redeemed people who now share in the
mission of the divine Son through the Spirit. This is the great mystery we celebrate on this festival. Pentecost may be
the end of the Easter season, but it is also a celebration of the beginning of our new life in Christ.

Questions for Reflection and Sharing:
1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Reflection resonates with me?

Pro-Life Corner: “The idea of a natural
right is to preserve life, not to kill it; and a
constitutional right cannot supersede the
natural right to life.”— Robert J.

Spitzer, Author

May is Arthritis Awareness Month. Arthritis can be a
very debilitating health condition that creates limitations
such as: difficulties with moving and performing daily
tasks as well as social and work limitations. Joint-
friendly physical activity for people living with arthritis
can help to ease arthritis pain and morning stiffness,
improve joint flexibility and could improve overall
mood.

Here are some tips:

Walking is a great option for exercise as it isa
low-cost way to strengthen muscles and improve
circulation and joint movement.

Gardening can help reduce stress and fatigue and
help improve your mental health and quality of life.

Muscle strengthening can reduce arthritis pain,
prevent muscle loss, and improve overall fitness. Lifting
dumbbells or cans of food or using resistance bands can
strengthen muscles.

Before you begin any form of physical activity, it’s
important you speak to your health care provid-

er. Talk to your doctor about helping you find programs
that ease you into physical activity and help you learn
how to manage arthritis so you can live better with
arthritis.

visit www.vitality.camdendiocese.org or
christine.willard@camdendiocese.org.

Great Start to Plastic Recycling Challenge
We just started the plastic recycling and the St. Thomas
More Community has provided immediate support as
we accepted the Trex plastic recycling challenge to get
outdoor furniture made from plastic for St. Thomas
More. This is important since only 9% of plastic
worldwide is recycled. Bring your plastic in and drop
into any of the bins at the church entrances.

Reminder of what is and is not accepted:
Yes to thin plastic like bread bags, grocery
bags, plastic wrap around toilet paper and paper
towels, newspaper sleeves, etc

No to plastic bottles or items that go in
township recycling.

Summer in the City
August 11th—17th, 2024
High School Students
Registration fee $170

For more information:
856-583-2910

Michael.Sims@camdendiocese.org
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YOUR
Catholic
Camsiny A Ministry of }"lope
CONSECRATED in [~ ternal | ife
HOIY & Sacred Place PRE-PLANNING OPTIONS
St. Thomas More AVAILABLE: 0%/24 MONTHS
Parishioner MiLitary/KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Discount 1sT RESPONDERS DI1SCOUNT
1.5 MiLes FRoM ROUTE 295 | 3055 FOSTERTOWN RoaD, MOUNT LAUREL NEW JERSEY | (856) 317-6400 | WWW.CATHOLICCEMETERIESSOUTHJERSEY.ORG

Any New Stairlift
With This Ad

« FREE in home
evaluations

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains

WORSHIP Foundation Repair

Mold Remediation

« Family owned &
operated for more
than 20 years

1.888.900.8883

www.Tri-StateStairlifts.com All Work Guaranteed

877-401-4777

www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Your continued support has not gone unnoticed W]ﬂ” | US
by your parish community and is SO appreciated!

, o
Mallory's Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com n
(973) 440-8657 - info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send

your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

E E Sponsors can ANYONE in the

- offer promotiorﬁ,\ community, not only
discounts and/or Parishioners, can access
up-to-date contact realth@roffers from their
information to the favorite sponsors

E ENTIRE community to save, share & support
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BRADLEY FUNERAL HOME

“Celebrating 50 Years of Commitment to Community”

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 4226 « Wilson R. Bradley, N.J. Lic. No. 2917 « Patrick P. Smarrito, N.J. Lic. No. 3571
Brian J. Barnett, N.J. Lic. No. 3909 « Kevin T. Comber, N.J. Lic. No. 4660

One Location ~ Serving Your Family Since 1968 | www.BradleyFHMarlton.com | 856-983-1005

McNulty PYPPRmpRE DouGLAS A. FENDRICK, ESQUIRE
to Our Church! ELDER LAW
@ ROOﬁ ng 515( ESTATE PLANNING
SJ(IJ)NLI\TI_& fV(A‘YAg"-III\IIVGDs?Igl\:!DS SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
TO BE DONE, WITH PRIDE. LIFE CARE PLANNIN 50 Route 70 East
In Cherry Hill Suite 200
Over 30 Years Cherry Hil, N) 08003
856-667-4545 (856) 489-8388
www.mcnultyroofingandsidingco.com www. fendrickmorganlaw.com

BOCCO FUNERAL HOME

Joseph C. Bocco, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3323
Nicholas Joseph Lukaszewicz, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5119

1300 North Kings Hwy. - Cherry Hill (856) 795-5991
www.boccofuneralhome.com
Family Owned and FREE INSPECTION
Operated Since 1987 Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY

WATERPROOFING CO.
Serving NJ & PA - Licensed & Insured BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

525 ACTUNE UP 5123 Vlue) MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

Healing Your Home, One System at a Time “““ o 856-317-1111
Mobile: 856-900-2260

www.R|ghtwayWaterproof|ng.com

10 Year Warranty On Parts & Labor On New Installations

SCHETTER FUNERAL HOME

304 W. Route 70 ¢ Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
www.schetterfh.com « 856-429-8545

William A. Schetter Ill, Manager, Lic. # 4826 « William A. Schetter, Jr. Director, Lic. # 3393
Edmund J. Putnick, Director, Lic. # 3949
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