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PARISH MISSION & VISION STATEMENTS

Mission (Purpose)

Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we the Catholic
Community of St. Thomas More respond to our call to
holiness.

Vision (Goals)

Empowered by Baptism, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and formed by
the Word of God and the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, we
live out our Mission by working together:

e To structure prayerful, vibrant, participatory, Sunday

worship experiences.

e To provide Life Long Faith formation for all age levels.

e To care for the young, the old, the sick, the hurting and the
needy, both inside and outside our parish.

e To promote faith sharing, prayer, support, learning and
listening to one another as a model for nourishing and
sustaining our faith community.

e To welcome back, with hospitality, those who have left our faith
community.

House of Charity 2016 Campaign

Called to Mercy
If you have made your pledge/donation directly to the
House of Charity Office either online or mail, please call
the Parish Office(424-3212) so we may include your gift in
our weekly totals. To make a pledge please pick up a
Pledge card which is available in the gathering space and
at the entrances to the Church and mail in or drop off at the
parish office.
Our parish goal this year is $115,005.00. Inch by inch
and donation by donation we are headed to the goal. We
need the support of all parishioners to wrap this up. To
date we have received $100.430 in pledges and outright
gifts from 231 donors. Thank you!

VISITATION AND ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Please call the parish office, 424-3212, if a family member is
seriously ill or facing/recovering from surgery and would like
to see a priest or receive the Anointing of the Sick. Holy
Communion is also available to those who are homebound on
an ongoing basis.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Please make arrangements for Baptism in advance through
the parish office. Parents and godparents are required to
attend a preparatory session.
MARRIAGE
Couples planning to marry will attend a marriage preparation
program called Living in Love. Call office for appointment.

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a process of
formation for full initiation into the Catholic Church. It is
open to those never Baptized; those baptized in another faith;
and Catholics who have not received First Holy Communion
and Confirmation.
For more information, please contact Sister Ann Byrnes,
RSM, Pastoral Associate, 424-3212 ext. 104.
RCIA Team: Sister Ann Byrnes and John Mohan

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Sunday, during 10 a.m.
Mass
Grades one thru four: Tuesday, 4:30 - 5:45 p.m.
Grades five thru eight: Tuesday, 6:30— 7:45 p.m.
High School Youth Group Tuesday 7:15—8:15 pm

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
New members are welcome in our community of faith.
Please call, 424-3212, or come to the parish office to register.
BULLETIN DEADLINE
Please submit hardcopy and/or e-mail by 4 p.m. Monday.

CATHOLIC GRADE SCHOOL
St. John Paul IT Regional School - (856) 783-3088
Principal: Mrs. Helen Persing

The Ministry of Permanent Deacon
Catholic men between the ages of 30 and 55 are invited
to learn about the ministry of the diaconate. The times
and places for these informal sessions are as follows:

Monday, July 18, 2016—7PM-— St. Stephen Parish,
6306 Browning Rd., Pennsauken.

Wednesday, July 20, 2016—7PM-— St. Mary Catholic
Church, 2001 Springdale Rd., Cherry Hill

Wednesday, August 3rd, 2016 —7PM Church of the
Holy Family, 226 Hurffville Rd., Sewell

For more information, please contact Deacon Michael
Carter at 856-583-2858.

Total Parish Collection for June 19, 2016 was
$7,831.00 and 159 envelopes and online
donors were recorded. As always, thank you for
your generosity to our parish.

Going on vacation? Need to find a
church?

For nationwide Mass times and
locations: www.masstimes.org

Stewardship Reflection:13th Sunday in Ordinary
Time—Stewards Serve Others

“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters.
But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for the
flesh; rather serve one another through love.” Galatians
5:13
We like to celebrate the fact that we are free to “live the
good life.” But Jesus calls us to Stewardship. Saint Paul
reminds us that Jesus sets us free so that we can serve one
another, share our gifts and promote God’s work here on
earth to glorify His name and not honor ourselves.
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The Catholic Faith In Slow Motion m™o79)

Fr. Phillip Johnson
A series of reflections on professing, praying, thinking, and living the Faith of the Church

Summer Vacation

For almost all of us the coming of summer means a change of pace. For many, it brings the gift of
¢ leisure. The summer vacation has for generations been a middle and upper class institution in Europe

and America. And since the mid-Twentieth Century, the less well to do have been able to join in the fun.
¢ While living in England I never met a butcher or plumber or green grocer who did not once a year shut
% down the shop and head for some sunny shore.
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I want to comment on just one aspect of this happy recreational habit. For a good number of
self-described Christians, the vacation tradition temporarily trumps the church-going tradition. They
somehow construe that being “on vacation” means taking a break from the public worship of God. My
strong impression is that this has been more the case for Protestant Christians than for Catholics. But
Catholics may be catching up. For some vacationing Catholics it would appear that being in the pews on
Sunday falls in the class of those regular chores that can be avoided when on vacation.

Maybe you think this is only to be expected, but there is a keen irony in the situation worth
pondering. Where does the very concept of “recreation” or “vacation” come from? It derives historically
from the establishment of religious festival. As Josef Pieper explains in his Leisure as the Basis of
Culture, holy days are the original holidays; pilgrimages are the original sightseeing tours. For long ag-
es, and not only among Jewish and Christian cultures, the populous would be granted freedom from the
normal grind of commerce and labor in order to celebrate holy days or weeks, or sometimes even
months.
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You see the irony. Self-respecting worshipers of God seem to need a vacation from the original
% holiday! The irony is a sad one; it signals a danger. At least Joseph Pieper is convinced of it. He thinks

that religion, with its awareness of a transcendent order—and particularly the Christian religion with its

= awareness of life as gift—is fundamental to the very concept of leisure. He argues that modern secularist

= experiments in social engineering or anti-religious regimes inevitably create a “total work™ society.

Have you ever felt like you needed to get back home to take a rest from that vacation you so
carefully planned? Spiritually speaking, it is of course only our coming home to God that grants us the
truest leisure. Sure, being present at the Sunday mass is an obligation, but it is not a “work obligation”.
It is rather a holy obligation. That is, it is the obligation to one's true humanity, to one’s spiritual sanity;
it is the obligation to Grace, the obligation of gratitude and love.

“Be still and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). Vacate et videte quoniam ego sum Deus. The
Latin can be translated: take a vacation and know that I am God. Wherever you roam this summer, may
you hear God's call and find true stillness as you repose before the altar of Christ. And may your travels
be safe and your homecoming joyful.
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE for JULY 2/3

Mass Time Presider Music Extraordinary Minister Lector Altar Server
4:30 Father Il\]/lelr_la G. Tyrrell J. Mohan 1. & C. Fulton
Johnson ufie P. & N.'Kirincic
8:30 am Father Jerry ;. 5 ff’ﬁt&’ffy J. Vecchiola M. Widmer
Johnson Rich D. Ha
. Father Jerry P. Rossi J.C bell K. & K. Johnson
10:00 am Johnson Julie D. & L. Lyon ampoe S. Russo
11:30 Father Julie M. Ciccotta, M. Gorin R. Ciccotta A. D’Auria
o0 am Johnson B. Haughwout J. & A. Moyer

The Ministry schedule can be found at the St. Thomas More website: http://stthomasmorenj.org

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

STM Youth

Religious Education Registration for 2016-
2017 continues! All students have to be
re-registered each year. The Registration Form
is available at the St. Thomas More Parish
website www.stthomasmorenj.org/, or in the
Gathering Space in Church or in the Parish
Office. Please register as early as possible so that we can
plan and prepare for next year with sufficient books, teachers
and classrooms. Please Note: All registration forms and
tuition payments plus any additional fees must be returned to
the office by June 30, 2016. There is a $10 late fee for forms
not returned by June 30.
Have a blessed Summer! Sr. Bozena, PCL, 424-3212

Confirmation Corner!
Have you thought about who your Confirmation Sponsor
will be? Here are a few things to remember when
choosing a sponsor. Your sponsor may be, but does not
have to be your Godparent. Your sponsor must be a
practicing Roman Catholic who has been fully initiated in
the church (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist),
attends Mass regularly (Sundays and Holy Days of
Obligation), is living according to the teachings of the
Catholic Church. Your sponsor should be someone who
supports you and your commitment to a Christian life.
Your sponsor should be someone you can go to and talk
to about your faith. Your sponsor should be someone
you feel will support you and guide you in making
decisions according to the faith. Think about why you
want the person you are thinking about to be your
Sponsor!

Congratulations to all the graduates at St.
Thomas More Parish!

Gracious God, we give You thanks for all
schools, colleges and universities, and for
those who teach and those who learn. Bless our graduates
who have completed this current course in their
education. Be with them as they embark on the next stage
of their life’s journey and grant them many opportunities
for sound learning, new discoveries and the pursuit of
wisdom. And may all their questioning bring them ever
closer to You, the Source of all truth; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

What is Youth Group?

STM Youth group encourages teens to get involved in
parish life and empowers teens to build their relationship
with Jesus by taking part in service, social and spiritual
activities at St. Thomas More, the diocese and the
community.

Email Katie: YouthGroup@stthomasmorenj.org with
questions and to receive email updates on additional
service, social and spiritual events for youth in 5th—12th
grades.

Healing Mass Monday, July 18, 2016
7:00—9:30 pm in the Church
Rev. Matthew will focus on the inner reflection of the
Word of God followed by Mass and Eucharistic ~ Ad-
oration.
Call the Office (424-3212) to register.

632 p. 4



| THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JUNE 26, 2016 |

Mass Intentions for the Week

SATURDAY—JUNE 25
9:00 am living and deceased members
of the parish
Georgia Herco 1/b Margallo family
4:30 pm Norbert Brust /b Robert Sorrentino
& Theresa Shobodzinski

SUNDAY—JUNE 26
8:30 am James Kennedy 1/b Mike & Pat Maggart
10:00 am Ron Massey r/b Ron & Gail Bizzoso
Christopher Mermer
/b John & Sheila Mohan
11:30 am Frank Cappetta
/b Kathleen Cappetta & family

MONDAY—JUNE 27

6:45 am  James Millard /b Michael Curtis

9:00 am intentions of Robert Kapischke
/b Marian Kapischke

TUESDAY, JUNE 28
6:45am James Millard r/b Michael Curtis
9:00 am Dudley Cannon r/b Pat & family

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29
6:45am  James Millard r/b Michael Curtis
9:00 am  Christopher Mermer
r/b Marian Kapischke
THURSDAY, JUNE 30
6:45am Rev. Msgr. Eugene J. Kernan
/b Michael Curtis
9:00 am  Christopher Mermer
/b Julia & Charles Tobin

Reg. & Natalie Kramer
1/b Boyle— Kramer family

FRIDAY, JULY 1
6:45am Meghan E. McGeady 1/b McGeady family
9:00 am Edward J. Murray 1/b Cecilia T. Murray

SATURDAY, JULY 2
9:00 am living & deceased members of the parish
4:30 pm Rosemary Weney

/b Vince & Emilia Marchesani

SUNDAY.,JULY 3
8:30 am Ron Massey 1/b Mike, Pat & Laura Maggart
10:00 am James Kennedy r/b Phyllis Kolecki
Rex Angosta 1/b Letty & John Duffy
11:30 am Kay Frain 1/b Jack Boesch

Papal Intentions for the Month of June: That the
aged, marginalized and those who have no one, may
find—even within the huge cities of the world—
opportunities for encounter and solidarity.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR

PRAYERS:

THE SICK...Pat Beaney, Jim Beaney, Jr.,

Anna Bedrick, Pat Brink, Francesca Capra,

Elva Clark, Frank Colbert, Sean Colbert, Joseph Console,
Marie Corcoran, Geralyn Coticone, Mary Cowan, Margaret
Crawford, Bryan Dietrich, Pasquale DiFronzo, Angelo
DiGiacomo, Santino Fiorelli, George Gadren, Harry
Gindele, Sue Hagan, Thomas Houston, Helen Kane, Michael
Kapischke, Stephen Kaye, John B. Kennedy, Peggy Kiefner,
Stan Kochanek, Don Kreal, Julia Lepre, Mary Ellen Lepre,
Chase Lupica, Joan Maguire, Marie Manalo, Wayne Mauri,
Sr., Jerry McMenamin, Hilda K Pellerito, Fred Petrone, John
Ravena, Mena Ravena, Amelia Rivero, Ed Rivero, Pauline
Rosberg, Joseph Ryan, Jr., Barbara Salpas, Carlos Santiago,
Phyllis Schadt, Yun-Yun Shen, Teddy Shaffer, Frank Sines,
Claire Spence, Dick Spence, Maria Storms, Samuel Stafford,
Michael Suralik, Pat Suralik, George Sweeten, Christopher
Tama, Stephanie Tama, Marcy Toub, Ted Uhlman, Ann
Vigrass.

THOSE IN THE ARMED SERVICES...

SSgt Samuel Brough, Lt. Anthony R. Cosentino,
Spc. Peter DeCrescenzo, SSgt John P. DeYoung,
Lt. Nicholas G. lannuzzi, 2nd Lt. Christopher M.
Mawn, PFC Sonny Morrison, 1Lt. Col. Ryan Orfe,
and Lt. Col. Louis J. Papa.

Our Lady of Peace Parish/ St. Mary’s Church in
Williamstown will hold its Annual Carnival, Monday,
June 27th through Saturday, July 2nd from 6:00 PM to
10:00 PM on the Church grounds. Featured will be games,
rides, amusements, refreshments of all kinds and, of course,
fun for all ages. On Tuesday and Wednesday from 6:00
PM to closing, Family Night will be held with unlimited
rides for $20/ per person.

Parish Bulletin Health Tips for June

This is the time of year when people begin to

spend more time outside and in the sunshine.

This however comes with certain risks,
especially for over exposure to UV rays which can lead to
skin cancer. The CDC recommends these easy options for
protections from UV radiation: Stay in the shade as often as
possible; wear clothing that covers your arms and legs
when exposed to the sun for long periods of time; wear a
wide brim hat; wear wrap around sunglasses; use
sunscreen SPF 15 or higher.
These health tips are presented by VITAlity Catholic
Healthcare Services of the Camden Diocese.

CAP Sessions for July
CAP 1: Tuesday, July 5,2016 7PM St. Rose of Lima
School Cafeteria. Call to register: 856-583-6165
CAP 1 reaches attendees to recognize child abuse and neglect
and how to report to the proper authorities. Adults are taught
that children have the right to be safe, strong and free. CAP 1
is for new volunteers and employees.
The CAP schedule, location, phone numbers and directions
may be found: www.camdendiocese.org/cyp/cap-events/
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Small Christian Community Faith Sharing
Please note that we put the following week’s Gospel passage in this space so you can prepare all week for Proclamation
of the Gospel the following Sunday. Faith Sharing helps ordinary people connect their faith with everyday life
experiences.

Excerpt from the Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, July 3, 2016 - Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

(Jesus appoints seventy-two disciples to help with the preaching. He sends them out with specific directions to cure the
sick. The seventy-two returned rejoicing.) They said, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us because of your name.”
Jesus said, “I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the sky. Behold, I have given you the power to ‘tread upon
serpents’ and scorpions and upon the full force of the enemy and nothing will harm you. Nevertheless, do not rejoice
because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

Commentary:
Success is sweet. When we know we’ve done well, it’s a great feeling, and when someone else congratulates or

praises us, that’s even better. The seventy-two return from their first mission exhilarated by many successes. They expect
Jesus to say, “Well done!” Jesus does commend them but warns them not to celebrate the wrong event. Jesus knows well
that the hour will come when the powers of darkness gain the victory and even the Lord of life will be taken. The real

victory is not the temporary effect you can see, but the eternal one still hidden from view.

Questions for Reflection and Sharing:
1. What is God saying to me in this Gospel passage?
2. What word or phrase in this Gospel speaks to me?

3. What word or phrase in the Commentary resonates with me?

The human person is the synthesis of the
universe and is the reason for everything that
exists. Present-day biomedical sciences and
technologies must be at the service of human
life and not vice versa.

(Cardinal Lozano Barragan, President of the
Pontifical Council for Health Care Workers, Feb. 10,
2004.)

Al MacElrath, Respect Life Coordinator 779-7130

GRADUATES RECOGNIZED:
In June, we recognize in the bulletin all
those graduating in our parish community:
for those in Catholic school, high school,
college or graduate school please call the
parish office, 424-3212, so we can include your name in
the bulletin.

CONGRATULATIONS to the
following parishioner who has
graduated: Jonathan Cole, grad-
uated from Bishop Eustace Prep
and will be attending Franklin &
Marshall.

Is that smoke [ see? Smokers, please be
sure to extinguish your cigarettes and
place them in the proper receptacles, not
the flower beds.

Thanks!

Six Ways I Can Make My Parish Better
Third in a Series

3. Use your gifts and talents for the good of the
parish. God has given each person unique gifts and
talents that are intended to be shared. Like public
speaking? You might get involved as a lector. If
you’re friendly and outgoing, you could be an usher
or greeter. You can share your deep devotion to the
Eucharist by becoming an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion or an adult altar server. If you play
an instrument or sing, the music ministry might be the
place for you.
Maybe you’re a teacher and could help in Religious
Education; if you love children, you could assist in
the babysitting room. Any expertise—business,
finance, public relations, photography, grant writing,
engineering, carpentry, building maintenance,
cooking, baking, cleaning, gardening—can find a
place in the parish.
Maybe your greatest gift is time; if you’re already an
Extraordinary Minister, you can take communion to
the sick and homebound. Or you can help with your
parish outreach ministry to the poor.
You might even have an idea for a new ministry,
support group, organization or event, and your
enthusiasm and energy could help other people get
excited and involved.

What shall I render to the Lord for all His bounty to
me? Ps. 116:12
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